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gradually raiſing them till they reach the 
age of maturity relletUon.. 


To „ 
ther parents or children, maſters or ſer- 
__vants, wich letters written in the moſt 
"Plain and famikar manner, and adapted to 
all occaſions and circumſtances, is the in- 
tention of this little which, fall 
Gre e is, we flatter ourſelves, will be found 
ef a book of this nature, han many more 
voluminous works ; and as ſuch, we ſub- 
mit it to a candid perſual of the public. 
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7 PARTI: * 
| Letters to and from Children in thei) 
4 | infantile Years. 
b Letter from a little Maſter to his Brother. - 


© *. YOUR letter, my dear brother, came 

* ſafe to my hands. I am happy to hear hat 
you paſs your time ſo agreeably in the cou um- 

* try; and, as our holidays are i * 

I I hope ſoon to partake of that p with- 
1 you. I wait, with ſome degree of impatience, 

do have the happineſs of embracing you, an 


remain, 0 * 6 
_ 
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2 Newbirys Familiar Letter Writer. 


Letter from the ſame to his Sifter, 


M dear ſiſter will receive from the 
bearer a- toy, which I bought at the fair, 
l 


and which, [ il} prove worthy of 
| her acceptance. Mis Avary deſires — to 
convey to you her moſt reſpectful compli- 


ments. I hope you will ſometimes remember 
me, but always believe me to be, 


Your moſt affectionate brother. 


r — 


ͤ„ꝗ„— 


Litter from the ſame to his little Friend. 


IT has given me no ſmall uneaſineſs, 
my dear friend, that wy ſudden departure 
prevented me taking my leave of you, which 
was occaſioned by the very ſhort notice I 
received from my papa; but we ſhall ſoon 


t +. - . .Feturn to London, when I ſhall embrace the 


Fit opportunity to tell you in perſon how 
ſincerely I am, 


Your moſt faithful and ſincere friend. 


% 


Letter 


9 * kd 


SO 2 


together. I have long been anxious to have 
the pleaſure of being able to write wn 


. pleaſed to accept of my moſt ref] 


— 


Newbery's Familiar Letter Writer. 3 | 
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2 .—=- 
Letter from a young Lady to her Parents 88 
I DOUBT not but that my dear 
papa and mama will excuſe the badneſs of the 
writing of this letter, when they ſhall b 
pleaſed to recolle&, that this is my firſt at- 
tempt, ſince I have learned to join my letters 


and 

beg you will be pleaſed to accept of this m 

bumble offering. As my conftant ſtudy © 2} 

ever has been, ſo ſhall it continue to be, to 

convince you how much I am, my deareſt 
pareats, ' 

Your moſt affectionate and dutiful daughter, 


\ 


_— i 


_— 


Letter from the ſame to her Parents, on another 
Occafion. , £4 
MY dear papa and mama will de 


pliments, on the cloſe of the old, and coll 3 
mencement of the new year. As it has 
pleaſed God to give you good health during 
the courſe of the laſt year, I beſeech him to 


grant you the ſame ta che end of the preſent, 
| ** | WE and 


Newbery's Familiar Letter Writer. 


and many more. This is a happineſs your 

family have moſt earneſtly to with for, and 
in particular, 

» Your moſt humble and dutiful daughter. 


* 
* 


Letter from the ſame to her Mama. 


GIVE meleave, my dear mama, to 
tell you, as well as my pen will permit me, 
or rather as well as my unexperienced hand 
is Capable of directing it, how truly ſenſiblc 

I am of all your favours, and that I will en- 
deavour by my conduct to merit the conti- 
nuance of them. My prayers are, morning 
and night, offered up to heaven for your 
| - preſervation, nor are you ever in the day 
abſent from my thoughts. May God preſerve 
you, and grant you every thing u can wiſh 

for, from the good behaviour of | 
Your dutiful and affectionate daughter. 


= 8 f | 
' Letter from a young Gentleman to his Uncle. 
; W. E intend, Sir, in a very few days, 


to pay you a viſit, We cannot fix the time, 
as that muſt depend on the weather ; but to 


| you, 


Newbery's Familiar Letter Writer. 5 
you, I preſume, it will be no inconvenience, 
come when we will, ſo that we do not ſtay 
till your fruit be all gone. I long to ſee 
ramble over your delightful grounds a 
garden, and to aſſure you how much I am, 


my dear uncle, 


Your moſt humble ſervant and nephew. 


— 


2 


—_— 


From the ſame to his Playfellow. 


I HAVE been, my dear Harry, at 

Windſor, where I ſaw the king, queen, and 

all the royal family, walk on the Terrace. 

To be ſure, this was a pretty ſight enough, 

and the country about Windſor is moſt 

charming and delightful. However, after 

, all, I muft own, that I'find myſelf equally 

, happy at home with my books. The 

pleaſure I enjoyed was mixed with ſome kind 

of fatigue; but I will tell you more about 
its when you call and fee of Dion 


Your old friend and companion. 


B 3 ener : 


ia? 
38 


Newdiry's Familiar Letter Writer. 
from a Fit of Sickneſs. 


t my dear 'Tommy is recovering 

his eng hrs fo rapidly. Had you died, it 
would have been to me a moſt terrible loſs ; 
but it has pleaſed God to preſerve 5 fiend. 
I will take the firſt opportu 


is to, 


= 


—— ͤ»„„ꝗ—— 


Anſiver to the preceding Letter. 
YOUR obliging letter, my dear Billy, 
* a _ off. your friendſhip and _— 

Tut God I am now 

| _ I am in ſome doubt, beer 
ought not to conſider my late illneſs as a juſt 
= . puniſhment for my crime of robbing Me. 


Doodman's orchard, breaki 
= and ſpoiling his hedges. ing hs dough, I am 
determined 


1 


evermore come againſt 
Pour ſincere friend and 


Tae from the ſame to his Companion, recoverea © 


IT ons me the moſt ſincere pleaſure to 


to call and-tell you how — ori your life 


' Your ſincere friend and playfellow. 


that no ſuch complaints 


You have my earneſt 174 ww that ĩt E 47 


* 
n ˙ * 


| Newbery's Familiar Letter Writer. 5 


Letter from a young Gentleman to = 
going abroad. 


MY dear Jemmy, I find you are to ac- 
company your papa in his voyage to Italy, 


pleaſe God to give u a favourable 


and enable you t ount all difficulties. | 


The dangers of the ſeas are many; will 
while . ian, you wi 
have nothing foie... o not forget 
M "of fn we 


together. 


Adieu, my dear Jemmy. © | 


— nn. 


Letter from a little Miſs on her ſetting off for 
chool, to ber i NE 


THOUGH I am now 
Charlotte, in packing up my en ant | 


other matters, I cannot avoid ſteali 
moment to * farewell of m — 


2 Though Ver ſoon be — 

om you and my parents, to 

age among ftran where I muſt not hope 

to meet with a Charlotte, yet I will flick * 
to my books and my needle, a J 

B4 od 9 
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8 MNewbery's Familiar Letter Writer. 
- Probable and advantageous means of ſhort- 
| _ ening the time of my exile. I hope 1 ſhall 

©. often hear from you; and you muſt always 
©  Hll. your paper as much as poſlible, ſince 
you will be the, only conſolation 


Your faithful little friend. 


news from 
of 


„ ti TEST. © 4 _ Y 


Anſwer to the preceding Letter. 


I SHALL be exceedingly unhappy, 
ſhould not this reach my Nancy before the 
ſets off for her boarding-ſchool. - You may 
be aſſured, that I am no leſs unfortunate 
than yourſelf on our approaching ſeparation ; 

but I will try all the little arts F am miſtreſs 
of, to perſuade my parents to let me follow 
you to the ſame ſchool; and they do fay, that 
we little ones have great powers of reaſon- 
ing. Should I ſucceed, we ſhall be happy 
together, and be in no want of other com- 
© pany. At any rate, you ſhall often hear 
, + from me, and 1 flatter myſelf you will not 
forget to anſwer me. Adieu, my ſweet 
Nancy; till I ſhall have more to fay to you. 


Letter 


like that; for I havẽ ſomewhere read, 


Newbery's Familiar Letter Writer. \ 9 


Letter from a young Gentleman to bis 
7 ic ted F riend, 


I CANNOT fail, my dear Harry, moſt 
ſenſibly to feel the loſs you have ſuſtained in 
the death of a good and indulgent father, 
It pierces me to the heart; for I know how 
yu was your affection for him, and how 

lingly you muſt bemoan his loſs. I will 
call upon you to-morrow, and we will cry 


together ; for, as we . mutually en- 


joyed our ſports, why ſhould we be ſeparated 
in our griefs? They tell me you do not 
cry, but fit in gloomy filence. I do 


tears eaſe the heart, and open a paſſage for 
the anguiſh of the ſoul. That God may 


give you patience under this terrible cala= - 
mity, is the moſt fervent prayer of 
' Your diſconſolate friend. 


— 
—_—— — 
„ 


Anſwer to the preceding Letter. 


I KNOW of nothing in this world 
but a letter from my dear Billy, that could 
have ſo ſoon awakened me the deep 


and melancholy gloom, with which I was 


B 5 overw 
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10 Newbery's Familiar Letter IWriter. 


overwhelmed. Your letter forced from my 

eyes a flood of tears, and ſince that my heart 
is much eaſter. Am I not wicked in thus 
repining at my hard fate, when it is un- 
doubtedly the work, the pleaſure of that great 
God, to whoſe will, my dear father has of- 
ten told me, we ought at all times to ſub- 
mit? Others, perhaps better children than 
- myſelf, have experienced the like loſs, and 
more muſt hereafter ſubmit to the ſame 
dreadful misfortune. How contentedly ſhould 
I have died in his ſtead! but then I ſhould 


Ei eprevented him going ſo. ſoon to heaven. 


poor mama is almoſt diſtracted, and my 
F adds to her's. I will, therefore, en- 
your to conceal it. Let me fee you to- 


1 , or to-morrow at furtheſt, which is all 


L ca ſay at preſent, but—what a father have 
1 toſs! 


* 
9 7, o 
. kW 
yo: FI) 
of * 


Letter fram a yaung Lady to her Brother iu the 


uniry. f 


YOU ſeem, my dear Billy, to make 
good the old proverb, Out of fight, out of 
mind.” It is now fwo months ; 4 I re- 
ceived a letter from you, and you apprar to 
forget, that we little not like to he 


bo 
= 


- y W 2 2 7 of af \ . 8 8 
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Newbery's Familia Letter Writer, 46 
— with neglet. You muſt not pre- 
d 


tell me, that, however fond you may 
be of your books, you could not find lei- 
ſure to write to me in all this time. They 
tell me, that you ſpend a great part of your 
leiſure time with a little miſs, of about eight 
years of age, with whom you are very fond 
of reading and converſing. Take eare, if I 
find that to be true, that I do not come down 


and pull her cap for her. As for yourſelf, if 


75 were within the reacl of my little tongue, 


would give you ſuch a peal as ſhould make 


ou remember it for ſome time to come, 
Beete, if you will write to me ſoon, I 
may poſſibly forgive all that is paſt, and {ill 
conſider mylelf as 1 
Your moſt affectionate ſiſter. 


Anſwer to the preceding. 
I AM verry ſorry, my dear ſiſter, that 


I have given you ſo much reaſon to com- 
plain of my neglect of . to you; but 
be aſſured, that my affections for you are the 
ſame they ever were. I readily confeſs, that 
the young lady you complain of has, in 
ſome meaſute, been the cauſe of it. She is 


as fond of * I am, and I believe 


5 


loves 


taz Newbery's Familiar Letter Writer. 
loves you on my account. I did not tell her 


ſtead of pulling her cap, you would embrace 
and love her. As to what you ſay, * 
ing your little tongue, I promiſe 
not wiſh to come within reach e un 
of it, when anger ſets it in motion. But, 
as it is the only weapon you little maids 
have to make aſe of in your own defence, 
that muſt not be refuſed Egg However, as 
the holidays are now approaching, and con- 
ſequently I ſhall ſoon wy you. I will do what 
I can in future to avoid ſetting your little 
alarum in motion, and eſpecially when I 
ſhall pay you a viſit. I bought. ou, at our 
fair, a 12 brilliant doll, which I ſhall brin 


up with me when I come to London. Ti 
den believe me 
I Your moſt affectionate brother. 


C_——— — 


YOU very well know, my dear The- 
ophilus, that I always take =_ advice in 
matters of conſequence, and I never wanted 
it more than on the preſent occaſion. You 


| muſt know, that I was lately concerned in 


r but I am ſure, 
were you to come here on that errand, in- 


; Letter from a little Gentleman in Tribulation. 


Noawbery's Familiar Letter Writer. 13 
hunting a cat, which afforded us fine ſport. 
The cat, it ſince appears, belongs to Juſtice 
Quorum, who, finding out that I was con- 
cerned in the buſineſs, made his complaint 
to my papa. I was called up before them, 
and, being cloſely charged with the crime, 
| I could not deny it; for, you know, we 
neither of us can bear to tell a lye, be the 
| conſequence what it will. M er hav- 
ing promiſed the juſtice I ſhould be properly 
puniſhed, his worſhip went away perfectly 
| contented; but certain I am, that I would. 
rather have been ſoundly beaten, than re- 
| ceive thoſe juſt repraaches my dear father 
| made uſe of. Tom (ſaid he to me, with 
| a ſtern air, and a fixed countenance) 1 
| thought I had taught you to believe, that be 


who can be cruel and inhuman to brutes, 
will not ſcruple occaſionally to be ſo to hu- 
man creatures. Amidft the ſhameful plea- 
ſure. you took in tormenting an innocent 
cat, did not your heart once tell you, chat 
| ſuch ſport was inhuman ? that thoſe who 
* 3 could take delight in wanton cruelty, were ' 
| worſe than the brutes they hunted ; and that 
one of the nobleſt perfections of human na- 
ture, was the feeling of humanity, even to 
the moſt inſignificant animals ; I may ſay, - 
from the horſe down to the fly. If you do 
not bluſh for . cannot help bluſm- 


4c _- 
* 4 
| * 


* 


1 Newbery's Familiar Letter NMriter. 


ing for you. This, indeed, is the firſt 
charge of ſuch a nature that has been laid 
- againſt you, and I hope it will be the laſt; 
it, as you have raiſed my anger, get from 
my fight, and confine yourſelf cloſely to your 
chamber for three days. By that time, per- 
haps, my reſentment may bs abated, and I 
may forgive you.“ I was ſo aſhamed and 
confuſed, that, inſtead of making any reply, 
I dared, not to look him in the face; but, 
after making the moſt reſpectful bow, I re- 
tired to my chamber Crowes in tears. 
Now, my dear Theophilus, as I know my 
father is fond of you, and will liſten to what 
u ſhall ſay, come and tell him that I am 
truly ſenſible of my error, that I promiſe 
moſt faithfully never to be again guilty of 
ſuch a crime, and that I cannot live three 
days baniſhed from his ſight in anger. I 
ann ſenſible, that you are more ſedate than I 
am, and do not ſuffer wicked boys to tempt 
, to do what you know is wrong; but 
| 2 5 me, and do ot Silber me in the day of 
EF tribulation. Your reſtoring me to my fa- 
er's favour, will encreaſe, if poſſible, that 
e tſteem I always had for you, and which I 
hope we ſhall continue to cultivate when 


\ 


ſhall become men. 


Anus 


i. 


* 


Newbery's Familiar Letter Wriur. 135 


Anſwer to the preceding Letter. 


I AM quite unhappy, my dear Toms. 
to hear of the diſgrace into which you are + 
fallen; but, as you ſeem ſenſible of 
crime, I will not encreaſe your affliction by 
reproaches. I will certainly call at you 
houſe this evening; and, if I can f 
means of reſtoring you to your father's fa- 
vour, I ſhall conſider it as one of the moſt 
pleaſing circumſtances of my life. Should I 
unfortunately fail in that attempt, I will then 
become the companion of your diſgrace, 
and never quit your company till the expira- 
tion of your impriſonment. 


2 


Letter from a young Lady to her Acquaintange, 
concerning an unfortunate Chriſtening. 


I HAVE hardly patience, my dear 
Maria, to tell you what a ſcene of diſtreſs 
laſt night preſented. That beautiful doll, 
which my brother bought at the fair, and 
ſent me to London with ſo much care, is ifs 
recoverably ruined. You very well know, 
from the invitation I ſent you, and which 
you could not conveniently comply with, 

B 8 that 
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16 NMubery' Familiar Letter Writer. 
| - tQhatlaſt night was fixed for the chriſtening. 
T had a moſt brilliant company of little 1a- 
dies, dreſſed in their beſt frocks and caps, 
*and my poor doll received the name of 
© * - Charlotte, with all the pomp and ceremony 
| - + fo important an occaſion required. Charlotte 
Was the admiration of the whole company; 

and indeed well ſhe might, for never was a 
doll more elegantly dreſſed. Miſs Careleſs 

took her in her arms, danced her about, and 
talked to her a great deal; but, in one of her 
ſpeeches to Charlotte, ſhe held her ſo far 
backwards over the table, that her gauze 
cap caught the flame of the candle. This 
in a moment was in a blaze, and the flame 
inftanily deſcended to her cambrick hand- 
kerchief, and from thence to her muſlin 
wn. In ſhort, this diſmal accident was 
o ſudden, that my poor doll was in a blaze 
from head to foot, before we had a moment's q 
leiſure to conſider what was beſt to be done. Y 
Luckily, at this inſtant, the footman en- | 
tered with a large bowl of negus, which he 

directly threw over my poor Charlotte, and 

thereby extinguiſhed the flames. Miſs 
. Careleſs was fo much aſhamed of herſelf, 
that ſhe got away amidſt the buſtle ; and the 


„ 
— 


.. reſt of the ladies were fo greatly terrified, 
cat in leſs than ten minutes I was left by 
- myſelf, to cry over the fad remains of my 


1 


Newbery's Familiar Letter Writer. 17 
r Charlotte. Not a rag was left upon 
2 that could ever be uſed . her _ 
retty face is now as black as a cinder, 
her egs and body are miſerably ſcorched, 
and one of her arms is off. Alas, 
Charlotte, how ſudden has been thy the! 
Since you could not come to this unfortu- 
nate chriſtening, do, my dear Maria, come 
to me this evening, and attend her-untimely 
funeral, 


18 Newberys Familiar Letter Writer, 
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Liners to and from young Perſons during 
their ſcholaſtic Ape, 


2 


— . —_ 


Letter from a Father to bis Son at School. 


I COULD not, my dear child, give 
a more convincing proof of my _— or | 
you, than in — to ſend you t | 
great a diſtance from me. I prefered you 
advantage to my own pleaſure, and facri 

F | fondneſs to — I ſhould have done this 
| I * ſooner, but I waited till my enquiries had 
"found out a perſon whoſe character might 

de reſponſible for your education; and Mr. 
Lily was at length choice for that im- 

| __ truſt will de a fitter parent for 
at preſent, than either of thoſe you have 
at home, ſince he will ſee you as you 

are, without the dangerous bias of natural 
affection. His approbation muſt be earned 
by merit, ours might be but the partiality 
of tender connection. He is now the ſub- 
ſtitute of our authority; 2 
conſider 


4 4 
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erber) | 8 | 
conſider, that the duty and ſubmiſhon, which 
we had a claim to, are for a time transfer- 
red to him. Your obedience, therefore, 
muſt be without murmuring or reluctance ; 
eſpecially when you reflect, that a ſtrict at- 
tention to his appointments, and an implicit 
compliance with his commands, are not only 
to form the rule of your ſafe conduct in 
this life; but to be 3 to your hap- 
pineſs in the next. With regard to 

ſchool connections, it is impoſſible for me 


to give you any inſtructions at preſent. 


Vour affections will form general attach- 
ments at firſt, till experience and ripening 
ſenſe ſhall point out to you the poſſeſſors of 
ſuperior merit, virtue and abilities. All 
that I ſhall at preſent ſay to you on this ſub- 
ject is, quarrel with no one, avoid meddling 
with the diſputes of others, unleſs with a view 
to promote an accommodation ; and, th 
I would wiſh you to ſupport the dignity of a 
2 be neither mean nor arrogant. 

ave nothing more now to add, than to 
pray God to give you grace and abilities, 
and that your own endeavours may ſecond 
the views of 


An affectionate father. 


2 


. 
; 


* a 4 * * 
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I 


3 


of your kindneſs. 


I Sy 
E dear Sir, - 
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x Letter from a Youth at School to his Father. 
I AM infinitely obliged to you, ho- 


noured Sir, for the many favours you have 
beſtowed on me ; all I have to hope is, that 
the progreſs I make in my learning will be 
3 as ſome proof how ſentiible I am 
Gratitude, duty, and a 
view to my own future advantages, equal- 
ly contribute to make me thoroughly 
ſefible how much I ought to labour ior 
my dwn improvement and your ſatisfaction. 
'The liberal allowance of money you have 
been pleaſed to make me, ſhuill be applied 
in the beſt manner I am able. A ſmall 
part of it I ſhall devote to little indul- 


E gee on myſelf, and the reſt I ſhall diſ- 
| u 


te among my tutors, or expend on ſuch 


oe my ſchoolfellows, whoſe friendſhip I wiſh 


to cultivate. I am ſure, my dear father 
will not cenſure me, ſhould I devote a 
part of it towards the relief of the wretched 


and unfortunate, Pray give my moſt duti- 


ful reſpects to my mother, my kindeſt love 
brothers and ſiſters, and believe me, 


© Your moſt dutiful and affe&tionate ſon. 


A 


4 
i 
, 


only ſatisfaction that abſence 


— 
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From a Brother at Home 'to his Sifter at 
School. 


I CANNOT avoid telling 
dear ſiſter, how unkind it is taken 
one here, that we ſeldom receive as —_ 
from you. My mother, in — Ks 
very much diſpleaſed with you, and fays 
you are a very idle girl. My aunt is of 


the ſame opinion, none but myſelf en- 


deavours to find excuſes for you; but 1 

2 u will give me that trouble no more, 
the future, take care to deſerve no re- 

buke, which you eaſily do, by 2 

more frequently. — are very ſenſi 

how dear you are to us all; 1 

whether it be right to omit 


friends, which is often to hear from each 
other. When you write, do not attempt 
idle excuſes; but either give a ſubſtantial 
reaſon for not writing ſooner, or candidly 
confeſs your fault, aſk pardon, and avoid 
the ' neceſſity of doing fo any more. re- 
main 


Your tender and loving brother. 


ords — 2 


* 5 


. 
* 
. 
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Anſwer to the preceding Letter. 


I SHALL take your advice, my dear 
brother, and not think of forming idle ex- 
cuſes for my neglect of writing, but confeſs 
my fault, and thank you for your kind re- 
proof, promiſing you, at the ſame time, to 
endeavour to amend my conduct in future. 
I write this immediately on the receipt of 
york to beg my. mama's pardon, which I 

w you can procure, as alſo my aunt's, 
on this my promiſe of amendment. I hope 
will continue to excuſe all my little 
omiſſions; and be aſſured, I am never ſo 
forgetful of _— as deſignedly to neglect 
duty. I certainly write to my ma- 
ia by the next poſt; this is jul going, 
which allows me only time to tell you, that 
I paſs my days agreeable enough at ſchool, 
and Ts to ſee my dear friends. Give 


J my and beſt reſpects to my mama and 


aunt, and believe me ever 
Your tender and affectionate ſiſter, 


| Letter 
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Letter from an elder Brother to a younger one 
at School. 8 


AS you are now, my dear brother, 
gone from home, and placed in a very ca- 
pital ſeminary of learning, I thought it not 
amiſs to put you in mind, that childiſh 
amuſemerfts ſhould Ve laid afide, and, in- 
ſtead of them, more ſerious thoughts im- 
bibed, and things of more conſequence made 
the objects of your attention; whereby we 


= may add to the reputation of our family, and 


gain to ourſelves the good eſteem of being 
| virtuous and diligent in life, which are things 
of great value, and ought to be ſtudied be- 
yond any trifling amuſements whatever, as 
they will be an ornament in youth, and a 
comfort in old age. I know very well how 
tedious and fatiguing are the s that lead 
to ſcience, and how many give up the bu- 
ſineſs long before they have finiſhed their 
3 * this, I flatter myſelf, will not 
the caſe with my dear brother, who will 
manfully ſtruggle with every difficulty, and 
never lofe ſight of the grand object he has in 
view. You may judge, in ſome meaſure, 
ef the value of a good education, from the 
unavailing lamentations you daily hear thoſe 
make, who fooliſhly ſhrunk from the diffi-s 
x . 
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culties attending the various branches of 
ſcholaſtic education. What a difference 
there is between an aged man of learning, 
and one who totally neglected his education 
in his youth! The former, in the evening 
of his life finds a perpetual ſource of amuſe- 
ments in the knowledge he acquired in his 
early days, and his company is admired and 
fought b by all thoſe, who wiſh to drive un- 
from the knowl of others, 
improved by a long life of ghiloſophical ex- 
perience; but the ignorant old man is no 
Company for inge nor any one elſe, unleſs 
— or a bottle, when the aſſiſt- 


will be neceſſary to excuſe his 
TES u have too much good 


2 at my advice, eſp̃eciall 
. when I affure you, that I as ſincerel wiſh 


happineſs and advancement in life as 

o my own. We are all very well, thank 

and your friends defire to be remem- 
bered. to you. Pray write as — * 


portunity and leifure will permit; 
aſſured, that a letter from Rd 


i b e to your parents, 
to none More than to 


Your moſt affectionate brother, 


932 — 
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Letter from a young Gentleman at School in the 
Country to 1 Siſter in London. 


I A M now about to trouble you, 
dear Maria, with a longer letter than any 
have ever yet ſent you; but, ſhould it prove 
| tedious, it is yourſelf you muſt thank for 
it, as you frequently complain how ſhort 

my epiſtles are. I have been ſome time 
buſied in reading the ancient hiſtorians, and 
I thiak, my dear ſiſter, it will not be a 
matter unworthy of your curioſity, to know 
at what time monarchies commenced, and 
how long it is ſince men firſt gave up their 
freedom, and ſubmitted to be governed by 
others. From the time of Adam to the de- 
luge, which includes a ſpace of more than 
ſixteen hundred, years, men lived in perfect 
liberty and independence. Every family 
reſembled a little ſtate, over whom they ac- 
knowledged no ſuperior but their father, who 
was their chief. As theſe people were 
wholly unacquainted with what is _ 
called be knowledge of the uu, ived 
without ambition, 200 their 4 were 
bounded by the limits of their poſſeſſions ; _ 
"they had no other riches than their flocks 2 
ind herds, which ferved to clothe and feed 


* 
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them. You muſt not ſuppoſe, however, that 
men even then lived in a ſtate of perfect in- 
nocence ; on the contrary, the crimes they 
committed were ſo heinous, that Gece de- 
ſtroyed them by an univerſal deluge. From 

''# tar time, the three children of Noah, whom 
God had preſerved with their wives to re- 
people the earth, divided the world among 
them, and each became the chief of a dit- 

| + ferent people, who in time ſpread over every 
of the univerſe. It was about this 

& time that men loſt their liberty. Nimrod, 

% 2 reitleſs man, and an enemy to repoſe, not 
E contented with his own patrimony, uſurped 
his neighbours lands, and having. by force * 
taken poſſeſſion of them, he erefied a kind 
of empire at Babylon. It was not by choice 
that men firſt ſubmitted to the will of others, 
bt by force, and the violence of the firſt 
. conquerors. The bad example of Nimrod, 
encouraged others, who made themſelves 
kings, at the expence of public liberty. 
Thoſe arms, which men invented to protect 
themſelves againſt the beaſts of the foreſt, 
were turned againſt men, and made uſe of 
to enſlave them. Ninus, the ſon of Belus, 
founded the firſt empire of the Aſſyrians, 
and eſtabliſhed himſelf at Nineve, an ancient 
and celebrated city. The famous empire 
By Sad the firſt ris 888 thirteen hundred 
2 years, 
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years, and fell at laſt by the effeminacy of 
their king Sardanapalus, who burnt himſelf - 
and his palace at the fame time. Three. 
kingdoms aroſe from the wrecks of this em- 
pire, of which Medea was the moſt flourih< 
ing. Soon after the death of Sardanapalus 
began the ſecond empire of the Aflyrians, 
of which Nineveh was the capital. The 
kingdom of Babylon is very famous in fa- 
cred hiſtory, on account of the uſe God 
frequently made of their arms, to chaſtiſe 
the idolatry and crimes of his own people. 
Achaz, king of Judea, being preſſed by his 
enemies, called the Aſſyrians to his aſſiſt- 
ance, and thereby taught them the way to 
Judea, which they frequently plundered, and 
at laſt completely conquered. They pillaged 

the temple of Solomon, where they found im- 
menſe riches, and an amazing number of gold 
and filver veſſels, which were deſigned for 
ſacred purpoſes. They then led the Jews ta 
Nineveh and Babylon, and Salmanazar at laſt 
laid the whole kingdom of. Iſrael in ruins. 
Romulus and Remus founded the city of 
Rome, the capital of the Roman empire, 
about 753 years beſore Chriſt. . Cyrus, the 
ſon of Mandane and Cambyſes, king of 
Perſia, after having obtained many great 
victories, and united the kingdoms of Perſia 


and Medea, became maſter of all the * 


WG 
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and founded the moſt extenſive empire that 
ever had till then been known. This great 
prince, no ſooner ſaw himſelf in poſſeſſion of 
this vait empire, than he permitted the Jews, 
who had been many years captives, to re- 
turn into Judea, under the conduct of Zo- 
robabel, and to rebuild the temple of Jeru- 
falem. The family of Cyrus becoming 
extinct, Darius was raiſed to the throne; 


and about this time, the Romans and Athe- 


nians became republicans, after having ex- 
lled their 1 Xerxes, the ſon of 
arius, raift 
thouſand men, in order to chaſtiſe the Gre- 
clans; but his army was ſtopped by a hand- 
ful of men, his fleet defeated, and Xerxes 
himſelf was at laſt killed by the captain of 
his own guard. The Macedonians, how- 
.ever, deſtined to overturn the empire of 
the Perſians, began to ſignalize themſelves 
under Philip, father of Alexander the Great, 
After twenty years victories, he made him- 
ſelf maſter of all Greece. He was pre- 
| paring to go againſt the Perſians, when he 
was killed at a feaſt, and ſucceeded by his 
ſon, Alexander the Great, who, having no 
leſs courage and ambition than his father, 
put himſelf at the head of his Macedonians, 
and the other Greeks in his intereſt. He 


attacked Dariug, king * N © 


. 


an army of twelve hundred 
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him in three pitched battles; and after he 
had carried his victorious arms as far as the 
Indies, he returned to Babylon, where he 
died in the flower of his age, and in the midſt 
of his triumphs. Thus you fee, my dear 


ſiſter, how rapidly monarchies have ſue- 


ceeded each other, and how fluctuating 
are human powers and poſleſhons! The 
Aſſyrians, Medes, Perſians, Greeks, and 
Romans, all had their day of power, wealth, 
and victories, but now they are no more. 


I remain, | 
Your moſt affectionate brother. 


— 


Letter from a young Gentleman at School in the 
' Country, to his Father in London. 


BEING ever ready to oblige my dear 
father, I here ſend, agreeably to your re- 
queſt, the ſubſtance of the advice our maſter 
gave us on his opening the ſchool. You 


may be aſſured I ſhall treaſure it up in my 


mind, and freque atly bring it back to m 
recollection. As ſoon as we were all "pas | 


he thus began,—My dear pupils, I entreat 


you never to forget this certain truth, that 


time loſt is never to be recdvegpd, and 9 


1 — 


i 
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. If you neglect to improve your minds in your 
early days, you will in vain lament it when 


2 enter on the commerce of the world. 
you look around you, young as you are, 


you will ſee how much to be pitied is an old 
age of ignorance. Be be grateful 
to parents or friends, who are now 


giving you that, which even the revolutions 
of ſtates and empires cannot take from you. 
This is your harveſt of literature, „ which 

will be fruitful or ſcanty, in proportion to 

kerne induſtry 25 _ friends are w_ 
wil means, r wi 

py Ce to ripen them to — 

| 3 difficult, intricate, or perplexin xing, 

may be the buſineſs yuu GT. F 
in, never ſuffer — to deſpair z, but 

take courage as difficulties ariſe, and puch 

forward to certain conqueſt. There is . 

thing however difficult, which time and in- 

cannot conquer, and the acquiſitions 

— ariſe from the conqueſt of literature, 

are greater than can be conceived by un- 


experienced minds. Spend no time in the 1 


academy in uſeleſs 3 ; for there 
nothing muſt be heard but the voice of ſci- 
ence, and the language of knowledge and 
improvement, In your hours of retirement 


from the courſe of your — buſinefs, let | 
me adviſe you to de 


— 
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of that time in the improvement of epiſto- 
latory writing. It would be almoſt an inſult 
even on your youthful underſtandings, to 
employ many words to convince you, how 
much every one applauds a letter written 
with propriety, good ſenſe, and ſpirit, Be 
not diſheartened at the firſt attempt; for, 
however, unpromiſing your firſt eſſays may 
appear, be aſſured, that a fine genius, like 
good fortune, often comes forward and 
yields to unremitted importunities. Your - 
preceptor, who is feelingly ſenſible of the 
arduous and important taſk repoſed in him, 
will, like a faithful guide, conduct you with 
temper, caution, and attention, through 
every ſurrounding maze, till you have finiſh- 
ed your inte literary career, when he 
will leave you to the enjoyment of the fruits 
of your 5 without a hope that you + 
may have occaſion hereafter, in the cool 
moments of retirement from the buſtle of 
the world, to recollect his memory with 7 
gratitude, long after he ſhall be no more 
Jour precepwr. 
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PART 1k 


Letters on the moſt familiar and impor- 
tant Concerns of human Life. 


— 


Letter to a Father, concerning the Choice of a 
proper Profeſſion for his Son. 


Dear Sir, 


IAM thoroughly ſenſible of the com- 
pliment you pay me, in deſiring my advice 
n the manner in which you ſhall 


diſpoſe of your ſon, whom you ſeem in- 


clined to bring up to the bar. Should it 
ſo happen, that you cannot entirely approve 
of my advice, you will pleaſe to remember, 
that you will not have ſo much room to 
blame me, as your own wrong choice of an 
adviſer. You very well know that I have 
a good opinion of your ſon, and think him 
a modeſt, grave, and ſober youth. For 
this reaſon, . 


t 
f 
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the profeſſion Fon ſcem inclinable to chooſe 
for him ; for I much doubt, whether he has 
talents for the law, or ever will have that 


preſence of mind, which is indiſpenſably ne- 


ceſſary in order to make a figure at the bar. 
In any ſmooth and eaſy buſineſs, he will 
probably ſucceed, and be an uſeful member 
of the community. As he is not your eldeſt 
fon, I ſhould, were I to judge for myſelf in 
the ſame caſe, put him to a merchant ; or, 
as we live in an iſland, where trade and na- 
vigation are both our riches and glory, I 
ſhould not even ſcruple to put a ſecond ſon 
to a creditable wholeſale dealer, if he him- 
ſelf be not averſe to a profeſſion. I muſt 
confeſs to you, and J hope you will excuſe 
the freedom, that I have ſome doubts, 
whether your fon's genius may be equal to 
that of an univerſal merchant. The va- 
rious ſprings of commerce, the ſeaſons {or 
chooſing proper commodities, and number- 
leſs incidents that make a neceſſary return of 
gain precarious, are full employments for 


the ſtrongeſt judgments, ſince a man, by 


one ill-choſen venture, often loſes more than 
he has gained by ſucceſsful voyages. This 
opinion, which I have entertained of your 
ſon, ſhould you think it juſt, will be no ob- 
ſtacle to his ſucceeding in the world, in 


ſome creditable and cafy buſineſs. Though 
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I think him ual to the profeſſion 
ſeem 0 allot him, yet I 27 


means think him deſtitute of common ſenſe; 
and 


ience teac us, that, in ſome 


buſineſs, e advantages may be 
made by very nibderate talents, with much 


as merely conſiſt in buying with 
rudence, and in ſelling at a market profit. 
ence we ſee ſeveral wholeſale dealers gain 
fortunes with eaſe and credit, and 
out any other ſecret than the plain prac- 
tice of buying at the beſt hand, paying for 
their goods punctually, and vending them 
always for what they really are. 15 deal- 
of this kind, the fatigues are few, and 
2 well- kept books are ſufficient to ſhew, 
any time, a man's loſs or gain; for 


ſorenoon in a week is ſufficient. By a 
conſtant attention in this eafy 


ney is ta be gained, than in profeſſions that 
_ require an extraordinary genius, a per- 
1 b ane ttention, and a cloſe and intenſe ſtu- 
* which we find do not always ſucceed. 
+ Look at the whole tribe of lawyers, and ſee 

w few of them make a figure, or acquire 

*ealy fortunes! How many, for want of 


Epirage to appear at the bar though in all 
8 other 


* 
* 


reputation. Theſe are principally ſuch em- 


which! generally ſpeaking, leſs than one 


manner, as 


good a character, and very often more mo- 
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other reſpects properly qualified, are forced 
to confine themſelves 5 chamber practice, 
in which it is a long time before they 
— noted enough to make à tolerable 
ivelihood! As to what you hint of placing 
him in the phyſical tribe, I like that no better 
than the other. Conſider only this one 
thing, how long it will be, before he will 
be capable of entering into buſineſs, or ac- 
2 reputation as a phyſician, if he ever 
oes it at all; for who chooſes to truſt his 
health to a raw and unexperienced young 
man? The law requires a ſprightly impu- 
dence, if I may ſo ſay, and the phyſician a 
ſolemn one, "Da you think, though your 
ſon is grave Fecal indeed, that he ever 
can come up to that important 
that unbluſhing parade, which is the very 
eſſence of an Engliſh phyſician ? Iris from | 
hence eaſy to ral he may, in the 
profeſſion of either phyſic or laws. over 
all his days, and pare ue 
known; for as practice in ech gere is 
me beſt teacher, ptr theory ne 
guide, he may live to forty or 
age, and not come into any 
improve himſelf, or benefit his: — | 
Whereas, in the way I 


ſhall he become of age, and fit to be truſted "I 


with the c 
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but his ſeven years will be expired ; and if 
he has not been inattentive to his buſineſs, 
he will be enabled, with the fortune you can 
beſtow upon him, to enter upon the ſtage 
of the world with great advantage, and be- 
come directly a neceſſary and an uſeful mem- 
ber of the 1 My good friend, 
when you and I recollect, that moſt of the 
noble families in the kingdom, as well 13 
the genteel ones, had the foundation of their 
deur laid in trade, I expect not, in 
uch a country as ours eſpecially, that an 
objection to my advice will be form 
either by you or your lady, on this ſcore, 
if you have not more fignificant reaſons, 
proceeding from the youth's turn of mind 
and inclination, which I think ſhould al- 
ways be conſulted on theſe occaſions. No- 
thing has been more common, though I 
ope it will never be ſo in your caſe, than 
that of two ſons, the eldeſt brought up to 
— eſtate, the other to trade, in the 3 
volution of twenty or thirty years, the 
latter, through the K. of the 
former, has made himſelf eldeſt, if I may 
be allowed that expreſſion; for, by ſaving, 


while the other has been ſpending, he has 


found means to keep the eſtate in the fa- 
mily, though it has been transferred upon 


che youngeſt, and, * "hag proven, 
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the worthier branch. This, I think, de- 
ſerves your conſideration ;z and by viewing 
your ſon in the ſame light I do, that of a 
well-inclined lad, of moderate paſſions, 
great natural modeſty, and no ſoaring ge- 
nius, I believe you will think it beſt to 
diſpoſe of him in ſuch manner as may re- 
uire no greater talents than he is poſ- 
eſſed of, and may, in due time, make him 
appear in the face of the world fully quali- 

fed for what he undertakes. 


Letter from a Father to his Son, containing 
general Rules for agreeable Converſation. 


I HAVE taken this opportunity, my 
dear Harry, to inform you of ſome things 
in your general converſation, which I think 
would be proper for you to obſerve and 
amend, particularly your exceſſive fondneſs 
for talking which equally diſcovers itſelf on 
all occaſions. I have always conſidered you 
as a youth who does not want ſenſe, and I 
am willing to I am not therein de- 
ceived; but the _ ** 
4 ; 
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moſt men ſeems to have ſeized 
.% raphy; > ts degree, which, I hope, a, 
ittle reflection will remove. The art of 
rendering yourſelf agreeable in converſation 
is a matter worthy of your moſt ſerious 
ſtudy. It is an pr which few can 


boaſt of, though all put in their claim for 


it; and nothing is ſo couſtant an enemy taj 
ſucceſs, in thoſe who would excel in t 
art, as their Harbouring, an opinion of their 
own prohciency, before they have attained 
to any tolerable degree of knowledge in 


Converſation, when rightly managed, will 

admit every member of the company to 

- have a ſhare in the pleaſure and applauſe it 

affords. If the company conſiſt of fix, af- 

ter you have told your ſtory, or made your 

>, remark, which gives a gencral ſatisfaction, 

| muſt conſider it as the right of any 

Scher individual to call your attention in his 
turn; and, unleſs particularly requeſted, it 

a great {hare of vanity and weakneis 

to renew a freſh diſcourſe, till others have 

had their turn. You undoubtedly love to 

be admired, and have not others a right to 

the- ſame ſatisfaction? You may conſider 

ur own wit as more brilliant than theirs ; 

ut are you ſure that others are ef the fame 


opinion? If a man ſpeak little, you muſt 
1 , — 2 not 


0 


what they imagine themſelves poſſeſſed of, i 
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not from thence conclude, that he is willing | 
to give up every claim to converſahle me- 
rit. Perhaps he cannot fing; but he cer- 
tainly is as deſirous of having his peculiar 
humour, or his dry joke, applauded, as you 
may be for being called on for another 
ſong. Though he may be no mathemati-- 
cian, perhaps he is verſed in religious diſpu- 
tation; if he deſpiſe plays, he may. admire 
hiſtory ; though he underſtand not geogra- 
phy, he may know how to deſcribe the hu- 
mours of mankind ; and though he pretends © | 
not to politics, he may have a turn for ſome 
more uſeful ſcience. When theſe things 
are conſidered, if his modeſty be great, you 
cannot oblige him more than by throwin 
an opportunity in his way, to diſplay his ca- 
pacity on the ſubject he believes himſelf” 
moſt able to handle with advantage; for, in 
* order to ſu a thorough good humour, i 
a man muſt be pleaſed with himſelf _as well 
as with others. When this is y ma- 
naged, converſation ſeldom fails to prove 
entertaining; and to the neglect of this are 
owing many of the yawning hours ſpent in 
companies compoſed of men not incapable 4 
of beſo agreeably. The manner of : 
telli ory is alſo worth your notice, 
and you have Ar 


| wn eaſure of hearing f 
a long one well told. Me Fackn bas en. 


C2. admirable 
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Thompſon's ſon came of * bought m 
bay nag the very day before at the fair 
can ſcarce think of it without laughing— 
But, however, as I was ſaying,” and an 
hundred more ſuch dead-weights to atten- 


produced only a mouſe.” Theſe are looſe 

and general hints; but, by a due improve- 
ment of them, you will find yourſelf very 
& ſenfibly grow more and mote agreeable, 


* 


in the opinion of men of ente and 
2 judgment, 
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fudgment, which, ſhould you accompliſh 
it, will add much to the pleaſure of, 


Your affectionate father. 


2 * - * 9 * * 2 * 


Letter from a Father to his Son, concerning 
it keeging a Here. | 
NOTHING, 2 dear Ben, can | 


me leaſi to hear of 
——__— — that tends 
promote your comfort and felicity. Buy 


e as that I am ſorry to 
pac, 


you have {© early begun to keep — 


of keepi 1 

1 for the fake — 1 * 

think it can be worth your while to 

a week, that you may _ 

have him on a Sunday morni morning i . 
ing 1 


0b 4 N fair, and 
to keep you in town? — ö 
common” - 


that though in the country many I 
ce C 3 fall 


4 
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mall to them, and the diſtance of one cuſ- 


tomer from another, in ſome meaſure, 
obliges them to it. But this can be no 
plea for you; and if you do not want a 
horſe for exerciſe, you can only alledge the 
worſt reaſon in the world for your main- | 
taining one, that your neighbours all round 
you do the ſame, Conſider who they are, | 
and what are their motives, and you will | 
ſoon find the difference between them and | 
you. Mr. Wilſon, for inſtance, who lives | 
next door to you, is nearly fixty years of | 

| 

| 


age, of a pretty groſs conſtitution, and in- 
le ing any other exerciſe ; but he 
id not allow himſelf this diverſion, till he 
had acquired an ample fortune by length of | 
time and induſtry. Mr. Allen has an eſtate 1 
fallen to him, which places him above the i 
want of trade, and he now continues it ra- 
ther as an amuſement than as an employ- 
ment. Several others of your neighbours _ 
© are yu of eſtabliſhed fortunes ; and when 
be as old as the yo ſt of them, 
— can as e ane 4 4 Tool be far 
from diſſuading you from 
At pieſent, however, you ma end upon 
| It, you rather incur their contempt, Gian 
gain their eſteem, by offering to appear their 
ual, when they and you well know, in 
x 98 relates to expences, you ought * | 


7 + PI FIDE, FTE 
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be ſo, nor have you had a time far it. The 
lower part of the world, perhaps, may fhew 
08 more reſpect for theie marks of parade; 
ut {ould a time come, and who is exempt 
from misfortunes? when they wuſt know your 
embaraſſments were the effects of unthink- 
ing levity, how defpicable muſt you then ap- 
pear in their eyes! Let me tell you, that 
the eſteem of perſons of credit and under- 
ſtanding, muſt be gained by very different 
means from ſhew or equipage; for with 
theſe, modeſty, prudence, — good ſenſe, 
will ever prevail. The expence of the horſe 
i not the leaſt thing to be conſidered: it 
will in time, very probably, lead you into 
à more dangerous one, that of beſtowi 
too much of your time in the uſe of it. It 
will unhinge your mind from buſineſs, and 
give your ſervants an opportunity to be re- 
miſs in your abſence. As you are a young 
man, it is proper you ſhould lay up by your 
induſtry againſt an advanced when the 
exerciſe an horſe affords will ſeem not 
more ſuitable, but perhaps indiſpenfably ne- 
ceſſary to your health; whereas, at this time, 
it may rather paſs for wantonneſs and affecta · 
tion. Let me prevail upon you to uſe that 
tolerable ſhare of ſenſe you naturally po 
ſeſs. Sell your horſe, and fear not being 
laughed at on that account. It will be a 
& ry C4 | credit 


of 1 


5 
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credit to you, more ways than one, to ſay, that 

your bulineſs would not allow you time 
to uſe it ; on the contrary, it would argue 


mu rſeneſs to continus in an error, 
no other reaſon than to ſupport a wrong 


judgment at firſt ſetting out. Your re- 


will .more than recover any good opinion 
you may have loſt by running into it; and 


your prudent uſe of this advice will add 
much to the pleaſure of 


Your affeQtonate father, 


rer from an Uncle to his Nephew, an 
. 4 imnprudent Apprentice. l 
1 D 8 | 
_ - IT cannot fail to give me great 
concern and anxiety, to hear that you 
lately fallen into bad company, keep 
hours, and give great uneaſineſs to your 
breaking the rules of his family. 
* with you on * OC= 
| you return pert bold 
inſtead of promiſing, of en- 
amend, you repeat the of- 
; 8 ps tence. 


ducing an unneceflary expence in goo ime, 


„%% CLEGG eabus ot A M0 6.__z 


: 
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4 3 ' ” IT”: . 
i ferice. You have entered, it ſeems,” int“? 
| clubs and ſocieties of young fellows, wtio 
deſpiſe all good examples, and make ſuch. 
perſons as would do their duty the ſubject 
of their ridicule, as perſons of narrow minds, 
who have not the courage to act with. 
the ſpirit they do. On this occaſion, howeyer, 
I muſt ey 6 390 with you, and ſet before. 
you the evil conſequences attending your, 
preſent conduct. In the firſt place, What 
can you mean by breaking the rules of a fa- 
mily you have bound yourſelf by contract to 
obſer ve? Do you think it honeſt to break - 
through engagements, into which you have 
ſo ſolemnly entered, and which are no lels- 
the rules of the corporation you are to 
be one day free of, than e of a pri- 
| vate family? Seven years, ſome of which. 
are already elapſed, are not ſo long a time, 
| but that you may ſee it determined before, 
you will be fit to be truſted with. your own 
| conduct. Cwenty- one or twenty-two years. 
| of age 1s full early enough for. a young man | 
to be his own maſter, whatever you may 2? 
think of the matter; and may ſurely, 
ſtay till then, at leaſt, to chooſe your o πm 
hours, and your own company. I fear, 
however, as you now go on, if you do not 
alter your conduct, your diſcretion will not 
then do credit to your choice, Remember 
i Cs you 


tf 
. 
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k the peace of his family, and give 
example to others? And all for 
. Why to riot in the company of a 
| perſons, who, deſpiſe, as they are 
ing you to do, all order and diſcipline, 
| in all likelihood, will lead you into. 
gaming, drinking, ſwearing, and even more 
dangerous vices, to the unhinging of your 
mind from buſineſs, on which alone you 
muſt depend hereafter. I adviſe you to con- 
ider, before it be too late, to what theſe 
courſes may lead you. Lay together the 
ſubſtance of the converſation that paſſes in 
a whole evening, with your frothy compa- 
nions, after you be come from them; re- 
ect what ſolid truth, what uſeful leſſon, 
worthy to be inculcated in your future life, 
that whole evening has aftorded you, and 
conſider whether it is worth breaking through 
All rule and order for. Whether your pre- 
ſent conduct is fuch as you would allow in 
a ſervant of your own ; whether you are ſo 
capable to purſue your buſineſs with that 
ardour and delight next morging, as if you, 
had nog drank, er kept bad over. 


night; 


FILES 
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night ; if not, whether your maſter has not 
a double loſs and damage from your miſpent 
evenings; whether the taking of ſmaller 
liberties, as you ＋ TO them, leads you 
not on to greater; for, let me tell you, you 
will not find it in your power to ſtop them 
when you will ; and then, I doubt whether 
any reſtraint, at all will not become irkſome 
to you. I have gone through the ſame ler, 
gitude with pleaſure and credit, and I found 
myſelf my own maſter full ſoon enough for 
my diſcretion. What you think of yourſelf 
I know not; but I wiſh you may do as well 
for your own intereſt and reputation as I 
have done for mine; and J aſſure you I 
ſhould not have thought it either creditable 
or honeſt to act as you do. I could have 
food the laugh of an hundred ſuch vain, + 
companions as chooſe, for being too 
parrow-minded to break through all moral 
obligation to my maſter, in order to ſhew 
the bravery of a bad heart, and what an 
abandoned mind dared to perpetrate. A bad 
beginning ſeldom makes a good ending; 

d if you were aſſured that you could ſtop 
when you came for yourſelf, which is very. 
improbable, how will you anſwer it to equi - 

FI good conſcience, that you will not 

0 


ſo for your maſter? There is, let me 
ye es Sy 
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bearing to do an injury, than in giving of- 
fence, You are now at an age, when you 
ſhould ſtudy to improve and divert your fa- 
culties; you ſhould now lay in a fund of 
knowledge, which, ripened by time and ex- 


perience, may make you a worthy member 


of the commonwealth, Do you apprehend 
'ou have nothing to learn, either as to your 
Eines or as to the forming of your mind ?. 
Would it not be much better to chooſe the 
filent, the ſober converſation of books, than 
of fuch companions as never read nor think? 
An author never commits any but his beſt 
thoughts to paper ; but what can you expect 
from the laughing noiſy company you keep, 
but frothy prattle, indigeſted notions, and 
thoughts ſo unworthy of being remembered, 
that it is the greateſt ſervice to forget 
E them? Let me entreat you, my dear kinſ- 
man, for your family's ſake, as well as on 
pour own account, before it be too late, to 
reflect, as you ought, upon the courſe you 
arc entered into. By applying yourſelf to 


books, inſtead of ſuch vain company, 


you will in time be qualified for the beſt ſort 
of ſociety, and be reſpected by all ranks of 
men. is will keep you out of unneceſſary 
expences, will my all your leiſure time, 
Will exclude a wor 


of temptations, and 


\ 
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open and enlarge your notions of men and 
things, and fnally ſet you above that 
wretched company, with which you now 
ſeem ſo much delighted. One thing let 
me recommend to you, and that is, to keep 
a liſt of the young men whom you at pre 
ſent conſider as your companions, or of 
whom you have any knowledge, and, du- 
ring the next ſeven years. obſerve what fate 


will attend them. See if thoſe who follow 


not the courſe you are ſo lately entered into, 
will not appear in a very difterent light from 
thoſe who do; and from the induſtry and 
proſperity of the one, and the decay or fail- 
ure of the other, (if their vain ways do not 
deftroy them before or as ſoon as they begin 
the world) you will find reaſon enough 
daily to juſtify the truth of the obſerva- 
tions I have here thrown together. As 
— 5 but my affection for you could 

ſibly influence me to theſe expoſtulations, 
1 1 1 Gall ſoon hope to receive from your 


maſter a pleaſing — of your e | 
tion. 


1 3 &c. 
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Letter of Advice from a Father to his Som who 
is juft beginning Buſimeſs. | 


Y OU are now, my dear Joſeph, 
entering on the buſy ſtage of the world, and 
will probably have conſiderable dealings in 
your buſineſs; conſequently, the frequent 
. occaſions = will have for advice from 
others, will make you deſirous of ſingling 
out, among your moſt intimate acquaint- 
ance, one or two, whom you would wiſh to 
conſider as your friends, Nothing requires 
fo much care and attention as the choice of 
our friends; for, by a miſtake in that point, 
you cannot conceive how fatal may be the 
effects of it. It will therefore be proper for 
| you to form a judgment of thoſe, who are 
fit to be your adviſers, by the conduct they 
have obſerved in their own affairs, and the 
reputation they bear in the world ; for the 
man who has ruined himſelf by his own 
mdiſcretion, is much fitter to be ſet up as a 
 land-mark for a prudent mariner to ſhun 
— courſes, than as an example to follow. 

d iS ty flow and heavy, while 
youth is Weng and precipitate; but 
there are ſome old men who are full of vi- 
vacity, and ſome young men replete with 
Aucretion. This induces gze rather to point 


out. 


* 
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aut the conduct than the age of the perſons. 
with whom we ſhould chooſe to aſſociate; 
but, after all, I conſider it as a never-fail- 
ing good ſign of prudence and virtue in a 
young man, when his ſeniors chooſe his 
company, and he ious oY in theirs. . Let 
your endeavours therefore be, by all means, 
to aſſociate yourſelf with men of ſobriety, 
good ſenſe and virtue; for that proverb is 
an unerring one which as, „A man is 
known by the company he keeps,” If you 
can ſingle out ſuch men, while improve 
by their converſation, you will begati by 
their advice, Be ſure to remember one 
thing, that though you muſt be frank and 
unreſerved in delivering your ſentiments, 
when occaſions require it, yet you muſt be 
much readier ta hear than to ſpeak; and it 
is for this reaſon, perhaps, that nature has 
iven us two ears and but one tongue. 
— and modeſt ſilence will furniſh , 
you with ſuch a ſtore of ideas, that may, 
at their time of life, make no figure 
than they do, How muſt thoſe young men 
expole themſelves to the contempt and ridi- 
Gule of their ſeniors, who, having ſeen little 
ar nothing of the world, are continually | 


all poſſibility of inſtructiop, and thereby 
deſtroying the princi — W 
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which is improvement! A filent young 
man generally makes a wiſe old one, and 
never fails of being reſpected by the beſt and 
-moſt prudent men. When, therefore, you 
come among ID hear every one 
Jpeak before ver your own ſenti- 
ments ; and by * means you will judge 
of the merits and capacities of your compa- 
ny, and avoid expoſing yourſelf, as I have 
known many do, by ſhooting out haſty and 
inconſiderate - bolts, which they would have 
been glad to recall, hart ons —— a _ 
genius in company has burſt out 

with ſuch obſervations, as have o_— — 
ciouſneſs and ſhame into the forward ſpeak- 
er, if he had not been quite inſenſible of 


; mg oach. Thus have I thrown to- . 


thoughts, as they occurred to 
my ht which may be ſufficient for the 
preſent, to ſhew my care and concern for 


time to time, communicate to me 
tever you ſhall think worthy of my no- 
tice, or in which my advice may be of uſe 
to you. I have no pleaſure in this life equal 
to that which the happineſs of my children 
2 and of this you may be aſſured, 
alſo that I am, - 

Your ever r affe@ionate father, 


' 
7 
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r welfare. I hope you will conſtantly, 


Letter | 
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Letter from a Mather ta her Son, in Anfives 
to his Complaints of . Hardſhips in bis 
Apprenticeſhip. | 


I AM very ſorry, my dear Sammy; 


to hear that you do not 
ſo well as I could wiſh. 7 | _ 
afraid you would expeR the ſame indulgence 


when you got abroad into the world, as 


= experienced when at home. You know; 
at in many inſtances, I have endeay | 


to make ſeeming hardſhips as eaſy to you as 


L could ; but if this makes you more diffi» 


cult to be ſatisfied, it would be a great trous ' 


ble to me. Your uncle tells me, I am- 
afraid with too much truth, that the indul- 
gences you have received from me, have 
made your preſent "ſituation more diſagree» 
able than it would otherwiſe have been. 
Whatever I have done for you, was al- 
ways intended for your good, and nothing 
could ſo deeply afflict me, as to ſee my 


tenderneſs have a miſchievous effect. There-. 


fore, my dear child, to my conſtant care for 
you, do not add the ſorrow of my ſeeing 
it the cauſe of ,your behaviag worſe than 


if-I had been leſs tender to you. Before | 


we put you to your maſter, we had a very 
pleating charadter of him from all his neigh- 
| — = bours, 


* 
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bours, and thoſe who had any dealings with 


Him. As Mr, James, who. is now. out of 


his time; gives him the beſt of characters, 
and declares your miſtreſs to be a woman of 
great prudence and good conduct, I know 
not how to think they would, in any reſpect, 
uſe you ill, Conſider, my dear, you muſt 
not, in any other woman than myſelf, ex- 
pect to find a fond and perhaps partial mo- 
Ther; for, the little failings which I could 


not ſee in you, will conſpicuouſly appear to 


other perſons, My affection for you would 
make me with you to be always with me; 


but, as that would be inconſiſtent with pur 


future welfare, and as you muſt certainly be 
a gainer from the ſituation you are now in, 
Jet a deſire to promote my happineſs, as 
well as your own, make every ſreming 
difficulty light. I have deſired your uncle 
to interpoſe in this matter, and he will 
write to you ſoon, He has promiſed to ſee 
juſtice done you, provided your complaints 
are founded on reaſon. lieve me, my 


dear child, 


Your ever Mecionate matter, 


* * 4 
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E from an Uncle to the ſame Yeuth, on the 


foregoing Occaſion, 


I T is a matter, Couſin Sa much 
concern to me, that there mould any 
miſunderſtanding between you and your 
maſter, of whom I have a very great opi- 
nion; and, at the ſame time, am unwilli 
to entertain a bad one of you. It is ie 
much a maſter's intereſt to uſe his appren- 
tices well, that I am inclined to think, that 
when they are badly treated, it is more fre- 
quently the effect of provocation than 
choice. Therefore, before I give myſelf 
tze trouble of interpoligg in your behalf, I 
deſire you will ſtrictly æMuire of yourlelf, 
whether you have not, by fome miſconduct” 
or other, provoked that alteration of your 
maſter's behaviour, of which you ſo much 
complain. If, after having diligently com- 
plied with this requeſt, you uſſure me, 
that you are not ſenſible of having given 
cauſe of diſguſt on your fide, I will readily 
uſe my beſt endeaFours to reconcile you to 
your maſter, or procure you another. _ If 
you find yourſelf blameable, it will be better 
r you to remove, by your own amend- 
ment, the occaſion your maſter's 2 | 
pleaſure, than to heat me, ot any othe! 
friend, 


* 
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friend, offer to plead your excuſe when you 
know it would be 2 to defend 1 
IF this ſhould be che- caſe, all your friends, 
it is true, might promiſe for your better 
behaviour; but, as the performance muſk 
even then be your own, it will add much to 
_ your character to paſs through your appren- 
ticeſhip without any interpoſition of your 
friends, Conſider properly what I have 


faid, and remember that your future welfare 


depends greatly on your preſent behaviour. 
I remain, 


Your loving uncle. 


a 
— ——ũ — 


Letter to a Youth againſt forming Inti macies 
tas k 
Couſin William, 

As I am now preparing to ſet out 
far the country, I have not 4 to ſay 
every thing I could wiſh on the preſent 
ſubzect. I am told that Mr. Jackſon and you 


have lately contracted ſuch an intimacy, that 
E are hargly ever aſunder; and, as I know 
8 


morals are not the beſt, nor his circum- 
Hagces the moſt happy, I fear be wil, Che : 


/ tothe as 
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has not already done it, let you ſee, that he 
knows better what he does in ſeeking your 
acquaintance, than you do in cultivating 
his. I by no means with to abridge you in 
any . or innocent liberty, or to pre- 
ſcribe too much to your choice of a friend. 
Friendſhips haſtily contracted promiſe the 
leaſt duration or ſatisfaction, as the — 
monly ariſe from deſign on one fide, and 
weakneſs on the other. This gentleman's 
acquaintance is not yet a month old with 
you; and you muſt not think every man, 
whoſe converſation is agreeable, fit to bg 
immediately treated as a friend. True 
friendſhip muſt be the effect of long and 
mutual eſteem and knowledge, and ought 
to have for its cement an equality of years, 
a ſimilitude of manners, and, as nearly as 
poſſible, a parity in circumſtance and de- 
gree. Generally ſpeaking, an openneſs to 
a ſtranger carries with it ſtrong marks f 
indiſcretion, and frequently ends in repent- . I 
ance. For theſe hes, | with you would 
be upon your guard, and proceed cautiouſly” 
in this new alliance. Mr. Jackſon has. 
vivacity and good humour enough to pleaſe 
any man of a light turn; but, were I to 
give my judgment of him, I ſhould pro- 
nounce him fitter for the tea-table than 
che cabinet, He is ſmart, but very ſupers. 

5 ficial 


* 
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ficial, and treats all ſerious ſubjects with a 
contempt too natural to bad minds. The 


caution here given you is the pure effects 


of my experience in life, ſome knowledge 

of your new affociate, and my affection 

for you. The uſe you make of it will de- 

_ whether you merit this concern 
om 


Your affectionate kinſman, 


kh ** *— C —{ A. ——_— — 


Letter from a Father to his Son, wn the 
dangerous Effects of exceſſeve Drinking, 
My dear. William, 

THE more tenderly a parent loves 
his child, the greater muſt be 

when that child forſakes the paths of pru- 

. dence, and wanders into thoſe that lead to 

diſgrace and ruin. I am told you have of 

late neglected your ſtudies, and given your- 
ſelf up ta the odious vice of drinking. 

What ſhall I fay, what ſhall I do, to en- 

page you to quit this pernicious practice, 

it becomes ſuch an habit, that it will 


be impoſſible, or at leaſt very difficult, for 
you ta calt it off? Let me require, let me 
intreat 


— 


his affliction 


1 1 *F „ 


fevers, dropſies, conſumptions, ſtone, and 


In the ſecond place, how does it rea- 
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intreat you, to give a ſuitable attention to 
what I have to ſay on this ſubject, which I 


| ſhall offer rather as a warm friend, than as 


an angry father; and, as I addrefs myſelf to 
reaſon, I will leave it to yourſelf to 
judge of the truth of the obſervations I have 
to make to you. In the firſt place, with 
reſpect to health, the greateſt jewel of this 
life, drinking is one of the moſt deſtructive ia 
the long catalogue of vices : aſthmas, vir- 
tigoes, palſies, apoplexies, gouts, cholics, 


hypochondriac diſeaſes, are naturally intro- 
duced by exceſſive drinking. All the other 
vices put together are not ſo often puniſhed 
with ſudden death as this one. What fatal 
accidents, what quarrels, what breaches be- 
tween friend and friend, are owing to it! 


fon, deſtroy all the tender impulſes of na- 
ture, make a wiſe man a fool, and ſubject 
perſons of the brighteſt parts to the contem 
of the weakeſt, and even, in time, extingui 
thoſe ſhim 
difference 

blockhead ! 
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tic; and, though it ſometimes, while the fit 
continues, ſtrengthens the imagination, 
it always dep —_— judgm rl Pn 
the fit is over, both thoſe faculties languiſh 
together, till in time it quenches the imagi- 
nation, impairs the memory, and drov:ns 
the judgment. A great drinker can hardly 
be either a good huſband, a good father, a 
ſon, a good brother, or a good friend. 
t la af yf him open to the worſt company, 
equently iutroduces him to gaming, 
aa riots, and even ſometimes mur- 


Other vices, indeed, make men 


worſe, but this alters men from themſelves 
to that degree, that they reſemble more the 
brutal ſpecies of the creation than their own. 
The uſe of hard erinking will make the pru- 
dent inconſiderate, the ambitious indolent, 
the active idle, and the induſtrious flothful : 
ſo that their affairs are ruined for want of 
application, or by being entruſted in oe 
hands of thoſe, who turn them wholl 
their own advantage, .and, in the e 
the ruin of thoſe who employ them. I have 
alread meſs this letter longer than I in- 
d yet I have ftill more to ſay, 
which 1 ſhall defer till the next poſt, when 


you may expect to hear further from 5 
Your affetionate father., 
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Letter from a Father t» his Son, on the 
fame Subjef. | 


My dear ſon, 


HARD drinking is a vice -that 

| breaks a man's reſt, impairs the underſtand- 

ing, extinguiſhes the memory, inflames the 

patfions, corrupts the will, lays the founda- 

tion of the worſt and moſt dangerous diſ- 

by tempers, incapacitates a perſon from purſu- 
ing his ſtudies, and from applying to the 
duties of his calling, be it what it will. - 
It meets with contempt from the world, 
and, even if a man's circumſtances were 
above feeling the expence, which is ſeldom 
the cafe, it alters and changes the practiſer 
of it from himſelf ; but, ſhould his fortune 
be but moderate, it is a great wonder in- 
deed, if want and beggary be not its cons +, 3 
ſequences. If he has a family, his children, 
who by their father's induſtry and ſobriet y; 
might have made a creditable figure in 
life, are left to the mercy of the world, 
and often expoſed to ſhame, miſery, and 
an unhappy end. Conſider, my ſan, ho- 
a man can anſwer this conduct to God, 

to his parents and other relations, to his 

wiſe, to his children, to himſelf, and perſiſt in 


-” 
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an unnatural *and barbarous vice, which. 
not ny makes himſelf miſerable and con- 
temptible, but tranſmits the muſchief to 
his unhappy and innocent children, if he 
has any. Add. to all this, that it is a vice a 
man cannot eaſily maſter and ſubdue, or 
which, like {ome others, may be cauſed by 

but it is a vice that and nou- 
riſhes itſelf by practice, and grows upon a 
man as he lives longer in the world, till 
laſt, if it cut him not off in 
his days, it at leaſt renders 
of his life miſerable and unhappy. 
ſider all theſe things, my 
before it be too _, better of 
@ vice, which you will find difficujt to 
ſubdue when it be grown to a head, and 


- wy o& A A199 


even to your neareſt and beſt friends, to re- 
member with pleaſure, it will make it 
a kindnels in them to. forget they ever had 
in the world, if a parent, ſuch a ſon; if a 
tutor, ſuch a' pupil; if a brother or ſiſter, 
ſuch an unhappy near relation; if a wife, 
ſuch an huſband; if a child, ſuch a father 3 
and if a friend, fuch a wretched one, that 
caunot, be thought, of without pity _— 
gr 
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for having ſhortened his. days, and 
ruined his affairs, by ſo pernicious a habit. 
What a joy, on the cqntrary, will that no- 
bleſt of conqueſts, over yourſelf yield to 
all your dear relations | and what ure 


in particular n * to the heart, 


our moſt affectionat facher. 


Letter from an Apprentice ta his Maſter, 
wt Parden for à great Fault he had 


comiui 


Kind Sir 
AFTER my repeated promiſes of 
amendment, I cannot but be aſhamed of 
myſt, that I 'ſhould ſo ſoon give you freſh 
for complaint; and this conſideration 
— induced me to apply to you by 
writi , rather than preſume to ſpeak to you 


in pe an. I hope what % pot for- 
given; and let this letter teſtify againſt me, 


ever or wilfully o nd 
T E. have children * 
—_ they may — offend, 9 


64 Newbery's Familiar Letter Iriter. 


hope they never will as I have done; yet, 
Sir, would you not wiſh they might meet 
with pardon, if they ſhould, rathet than re- 
probation? My making, or my ruin, I am 
ſenſible, lies in your breaſt. If you will 
not forgive me, ſad will be the conſequences 
to me, I doubt. If you do, you may ſave 
a ſoul, as well as a body from miſery ; and 
I hope, Sir, you will weigh this with your 
= oodneſs and conſideration, What is 

a, 1 cannot help; but for what 'is to 
— _ I do promiſe, if God give me health 


me, how much I am, good Sir, 
Your repentant humble ſervant. 


Letter from a Mater to his . n in 
— to the preceding. f 


William, 


SUCH his heok the influence your 

letter has had over me, that I have reſolved 
to paſy over all you have done. Surely I 
may at laſt depend on theſe your ſolemn 


and power, that my actions thall as. we | 


4 aſſurances, and; as I hope, — A 
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If not, be it as you ſay, and let your lettex 
teſtify againſt you | your — | 
baſeneſs ; and in my readineſs, 

which, however, ſhall the laſt time, to 
forgive one that has been ſo much uſed to 
promiſe, and fo little to 1 But 1 
hope for better, becauſe I yet wiſh you 

well, being, as you uſe me, | 


Your's, or otherwiſe, 


—_ »„— — 
* 0 


Letter from an Apprentice to. his Father, in 
Commendation of the Family be liyes in, 
Dear Sir, 

I AM ſenſible how great will be 
the pleaſure to you and my dear mother, 
to hear that every thing goes on with me 
fmoothly and happily. My maſter, wha 
ſeems pleaſed with my diligence, puts me 
forward, and encourages me in ſuch a man- 
ner, that I have great delight in it, and I 
hope I ſhall, in time, anſwer your good 
wiſhes and expectations, and the indulgence 

have always ſhewn me. There is ſuch 
zood order in the family, as well cn the 
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part of my miſtreſs, OS 
7 


maſter, that every ſervant, as well as 

knows his duty, and does it with pleaſure. 
So much evenneſs, ſedateneſs, and regu- 
larity, are obierved in every thing they enjoin 
or expect, that it is impoihble but it ſhould be 
ſo. My maiter is an honeſt, 'worthy man, 
and every one ſpeaks well of him. My 
miſtreſs is a fweet-tempered and chearful 
woman, and rather heals. breaches than 
widens them. The children, having ſach 
excellent examples before them, behave to 
us like brothers and ſiſters. Who can but 
love ſuch a family? I wiſh, when it ſhall 


aſe God to put me in ſuch a ſtation, that 


may carry myſelf juſt as my maſter does, 
and, "if I ay _ marr 7 juſt ſuch 
a wife as my miſtreſs. 1 ſhall then, by 
God's blefling, be as happy as they are, 
and as you, Sir, and my dear mother, have 
always been. If any thing can make me 
ſill happier than I am, or continue to me 
. my preſent felicity, it will be the continu- 
ance of your's and my good mother's 


rs for | 
VEL Your ever dutiful ſon. 


1 8 


mug 


W 5 
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Litter from an Apprentice to his Parents, 
informing them of his Maſter's Miſconduft. 


Honoured Parents, 


IN the laſt letter you favoured me 
with, you defired me to inform you how I 
go on in my buſineſs. To this I anſwer, 
_ well, every thing conſidered; for my 


er, in a manner, leaves all to me; 


though I wiſh he did not, for his own fake. 


However, I hope he will never ſuffer on ac- . 


count of my wilful remiſſneſs or. negligence, 
much leſs want of fidelity in me; yet his 
affairs do not go on ſo well as if he were more 
in them and leſs at the tavern. It becomes 
not me to reflect on my maſter, eſpecially 
as what I may write or ſay on this h 

will rather expoſe his failings than do him 


ſervice; for as they muſt be his equals who 


ſhould reprove him, ſo all a ſervant can 


obſerve to others will do more harm than 


good to him. One thing is at ent in 
my own power, and that is, to double 


di igence, that his 2 may ſuffer a8 — 4 


as poſſible by his remiſſneſs; and another 
J hope, by Gos t 
is, to avoid in myſelf, when my time ſhall 


come, thoſe failings which I ſee ſo blameable 


” 


s bleſſing will be, and that 


* 


* 
* 
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in him. As this will be benefttting 2 . 
be 


perly poly bythe example, (for that bee m 
a drone, that cannot draw Ro- 
ney 3 dir el a ſweet flower) 
fo it will give you the radios of know- 


ing, that your good i ans are not. 
thrown away upon ; 
Your moſt dutiful ſoa, 


- ” 0 "_ . "ST * 


Later from an indiſcrect Son to Tag Father, 


requeſting his Advice 


Honoured Sir, 
NOTWITHSTANDING 
in 


F 
e 


occaſions I have given for your diſpl 
permit me to aſk your advice 
which muſt. influence the remainder o 

or 


» erally. for the better 
ou know, Sir, to what a low 
y and- extravagance have reduc 


j 


an 


8 


1 


"382 


3 our generous indulgence has made you 
ſtretcb a power, to my * 1 ſpeak it, 
. heyond the bounds which wiſdom, 
regard to the reſt of your 

funily, would permit; I therefore cannot 
rn in en yak * 


8 


— 


6111 — ad „„ neee © 
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thing, however, I muſt reſolve upon, to 
in a maintenance, and an accident bhap- 
pened lately, which offers me, at leaſh 
preſent bread. A gentlematy, who 1s a ma- 
nager of one of tne theatres, happened to 
dine at my uncle's the laſt time I was theres 
The converſation, after dinner, turned on 
the art of a comedian ; on which my uncle 
took occaſion to mention the little flights in 
that way, with which I have diverted myſelf 
in my gayer moments, and partly compelled 
me to give a ſpecimen of my abilities. The 
gentleman was pleaſed to declare his ap- 
probation of my manner and voice; and, on 
being told my circumſtances, offered at 
once to take me into his company, with an 
allowance fufficient for preſent ſubſiſtence, 
and additional enconragement, as I ſhould 


de found to deſerve it. Half a benefit he 


promiſed me. the firſt ſeaſon, which by my 
f09-numerous acquaintance, might, I be- 
lieve, be turned to pretty good account. I 
am not fond of that life, but I ſee no other 
means of ſupporting myſelf like a gentleman. 
Your ſpeedy anſwer will be ever 
acknowledged by, Sir, 


| _ Your unfortunate ſon, 


, 
4 2 
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an 

Letter from a Father to his Son, in Anſwer to th 
7 - the fore going. 2 
| 

Dear Harry, . 8 
Wy 16 
T O ſee you in any reputable fitua= de 
tion, that would afford you a comfortable CC 
ſubliſtence, would give me great pleaſure; di 
but I cannot think the life of a ſtage-player | ſt 
to anſwer that purpoſe. You muſt m 


conſider, that though in the gay trappings 

of. that employment, a man may repreſent 

a gentleman, yet none can be further from 

that character, if a perpetual dependence be 

the worſt kind of ſervility. In the firſt place, 

the company you will be obliged to 

will be — — will tend — regia ; [ 
provement of your mind, or amendment of 
your morals. To the maſter of the com- 
pany enliſt in, you muſt be obſequious 

to a degree of ſlavery. Not one of an au- 

dience that is able to hiſs but you muſt fear; 

and each ſingle man you come to know 

_ perſonally, you muſt oblige, on every oc- 

caſion that offers, to engage their jatereſt 

at you- benefit. A thought the moſt ſhock- 

ing +. 4 free azd generous mind! If to 

this you add, the little profit that will 

attend making a low, figure on the ſtage, 
SITS, x IS 


D pu =0e 0 


. 


fcation, that all I have done 
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and, beſides the qualifications neceſſary, 
the incredible fatigue attending the ſupport 
of a good figure upon it, you will clearly 
fee, that more credit, ſatisfaction, eaſe, 
and profit, may be got in many other ſta- 
tions, without the mortifying ſenſe of being 
deemed a vagrant by the laws of your 
country. I hope this will be * >a 
diſluade you from farther thoughts of the 
tage; and, in any other employment, you 
may yet expect ſome ſmall affiſtance from 


Your indulgent father. 


* — 


on. 


Letter from an indulgent Father to a profligate 


Son Thomas, 


IT is a matter of no ſmall con- 
cern to me, that your continued ill courſes 
ſhould oblige me to write this letter to 
you. I was in hopes that your ſolemn pro- 
miſe of amendment might have been better- 
depended on; but I ſee, to my great morti- 

2 you, and 


I 


all I have faid to you, are thrown away- 


What 


v2 Newhery's Famliar Letter Writer. 
What can 1 ay more than I have ſaid? 
Yet, once more, I r x 
what the force of a letter will do wi 
one, who has not ſuffered mere words to 
have any effect upon him. Perhaps this 
remaining with you, if you will now and 
then ſeriouſly peruſe it, may, in ſome 
moment, give you reflection, and, by God's 
grace, bring on your repentance and amend- 
ment. Conſider then, I beſeech you, in 
time, the evil of your ways. Make my 
caſe your own, and think, if you were to 
2 _ ſon, how his aCtions 
eve afflit But if m 
* no weight with you, & 
how your preſent courſes muſt impair a good 
conſtitution, deſtroy your health, and un- 
doubtedly ſhorten your life. har oy — 
reputation is wounded, th pe 
that you will be ranked 
the profligate outcaſts of the 
world, that no virtuous man will keep you 
company, that every one who has a regard 
for his own credit will ſhun you, and that 
you will be given up to the ſociety of the 
worſt and moſt abandoned of men, when 
you might be improved by the examples of 
the No family which values their 
aun honour, and the welfare of their child, 
wall ſuffer your addreſſes to n daughter 


worthy 
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worthy of being ſought after for a. wife, 
ſhould you incline to marry. In that caſe, 
the worſt of their ſex only will accept of 
you as a companion for life, which will 
make you completely miſerable, when you 
had it in your power ts be as happy. As 
to another world, beyond this tranſitory 
one, my heart trembles for what moſt pro- 
bably will be the conſequence to your 

ſoul; for the human mind is ſeldom at a2 
ſtop. If you do not grow better, you will 
undoubtedly grow worſe, and you may run 
into thoſe fins and evils, which you now 
perhaps think yourſelf incapable of, as al- 
ready you have arrived at a height of folly 
and wickedneſs, which once you thought 
you ſhould never be capable of being guilty 
of. Do not, my dear fon, let your poor 
mother and me have the mortification to 
think, that we have been the unhappy 
means of giving life to a child of perdi- 
tion, inſtead of a child of glory; that our 
beloved ſon, with all the pains we have 
taken to inſtil good principles into his 
mind, in hopes he would one*day prove a 
credit and comfort to- his family, ſhould, 
inſtead of anſwering Pur longing withes, 
when at-age, take ſuch pntrary courſes, 
as will us join to with he had never 


been born. Conſider, my dear ſon, we do 
| 2 28 not 


= 
++? 


« 
= 
we# . - 
AY * 3 
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not want any an, of you but your own 


good. You have aà great expence to 


us, to bring you up to theſe years. Vo 


cannot even now live without us; but we 
can live without you. We hope God will 
continue your life to be ſtill a further ex- 
pence to us; ſor all we live for is our 
ehildrens good. Let then the diſintereſted- 
neſs of our plan have ſome weight with you, 
and be but to- yourſelf, which is all 
we require of you. Let us but have reaſon to 
hope, that when we ſhall be dead and gone, 

you will ſupport our name with credit, 
» and be no burthen to your poor ſiſters, nor 
diſgrace to our memories. Shew us that 
are of a generous, not of a ſordid na- 


iS | ture, and will probably ſet yourſelf above 


future misfortunes by reclaiming in time; 
and then we ſhall be happy. As God has 
done his part by you, and given you talents 
ſuperior to many, let me «beg you to con- 
- Kider only, how much more noble it is to be 
in ſuch a ſituation as ſhall enable you to 
_ confer benefits, than ſuch an one as ſhall 
lay you under the poor neceffity to receive 
them from others, and perhaps where they 
ought to be leaſt Ibis is a lo 
letter, hut the ſubject is near my heart, — 
God grant that it may have the effect zo 
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make you ſenſible of the errors of your ways, 
before you get ſuch an habit as you cannot 
. alter if you would. Let your poor mother 
and fiſters look upon you with pos, 


rather than apprehenſion, in caſe I ſhould 
be called from this world. Let them think 
of you as à protector in my ſtead, rather 
than as an ungrateful ſpoiler among them. 
My dear ſon, I conjure you by all our 
paſt tenderneſs and affection for you, by 
our hopes and fears from infancy to man- 
hood, to think of all theſe things; reflect 
on the inſtability of all worldly enjoyments, 
even when better choſen than your's are. 
Judge of the pleaſures you expect in your 
at courſe by the vanity of the paſt; of 
your next aſſignations, by the aching 


and undelighted heart, which followed the 


laſt, and you will find, that no ſatisfaction, 
which is not founded on virtue and ſobriety, 
can be durable, or worthy of a rational 
creature. Your good mother, who mingles 
her tears ſo often with mine, to deplore the 


. alſo her prayers to mine, that this, my 
aſt effort, may be attended with ſucceſs, and 
that you will at laſt liſten to the advice of 


Four indulgent and aflified father. 


. 


ſad proſpet your ill courſes give us, 
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Letter from a Son to his Father, in Anſwer ts 
the foregoing. 


Honoured Father, 


I T is with no ſmall ſhare of ſhame 
and confuſion that I have peruſed your in- 
dulgent letter. I am exceedingly ſorry, 
that all your good advice before has been 
ſo thrown away upon me, as to render this 
further inſtance of your paternal affection 

I am reſolved inſtantly to ſet 
about a reformation, and to conform my- 
ſelf entirely to your good pleaſure for the 
future. ſ beg, Sir, the continuance of 
your's and my good mother's prayers to 
God, to enable me to adhere to my pre- 
ſent good reſolutions. I have fo often 
promiſed, and ſo often broken my word, 
rather indeed through the ſtrength of my 
paſſions, than a deſign of non-perform- 
ance, that I think I ought now to give 
you ſome proof that I am in earneſt; and 
what better can I give, than to aſſure 
that I will henceforth break myſelf from 
the _- companions I uſed to take too 
much delight in, and whoſe Jewd * 
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and temptations have ſo RO ſet alide 
my good purpoſes? You, vir, for the fu- 
ture, ſhall recommend the company 
for me to keep, and I beg you will chaik 
out for me the paths in which you would 
have me tread, and as much as poſſible, I 
will walk in them. When 1 ſhall have 
convinced you of the ſincerity of my re- 
formation, I hope you and my honoured 
mother will reſtore me to your good opi- 
nion, which it ſhall be my conſtant ſtudy to 
deſerve. I have already E with one of 
my companions, who attempted to laugh 
me out of my good reſolutions. I beg 
leave to wait upon you for ſuch a ſpace 
of time as you ſhall think proper, in or- 
der to break myſelf from the reſt of my 
profligate companions, and that I may have 
the benefit of your advice and direction for 
my future conduct. May God continue 
long, for the benefit of us all, your life 
and health, and make me happy in con- 
tributing as much to your future comfort, 
as I have, by my paſt exceſſes, to your 
trouble of mind, which ſhall be the conſtant 
prayers of . 


Vor truly penitent and dutiful ſons 


Da s 
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Letter to a young Man, on his too firong 
Attachment to Singing and Muſic. 


Dear Couſin. 


Y OUR natural good ſenſe will lead 
you to take kindly what I am going to men- 
tion to you, in which I can have no poſſible 
view but your benefit. When you were 
laſt with me in the country, you much 


- -» obliged us all with the inſtances you gave 


us of your ſkill in muſic, and your good 


voice. But as you are ſo young a man, 


and ſeem elf to be very much 
pleaſed with theſe acquirements, I muſt give 


you a caution or two on this ſcore, becauſe 


of the conſequences that may follow from - 
too much delight in theſe amuſements, 


- which, while they are purſued as amuſe- 
ments only, may be fafe and innocent; but, 
when they take up too much of a man's 


— 7 de not a little pernicious. In 
the 


my dear couſin, theſe pleaſures 
of may take you off from the more 
deſirable ones of ſenſe, and make your de- 
light ſtop at the ear, which ſhould go 
deeper, and be placed in the underſtanding ; 


for, whenever a good ſinger is in compairy, 


6 
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adieu to all converſation of an improving 
or intellectual nature. In the ſecond place, 
it may expoſe you to company, and that 
rhaps not the beſt or moit eligible. 
ence our buſineſs and your other more 
uſeful ſtudies may be greatly, if not wholly 
neglected, and very poſfibly your health it- 
ſelf be impaired. In the third place, it may 
tend, which it naturally does, to enervate 
the mind, and make you haunt muſical 
ſocieties, operas, and concerts; and what 
glory is it to a gentleman, if he were even 
a fine er, that he can ſtrike a ſtring, 
touch a key, or ſing a ſong, with the grace 
and command an bired mulician ? 
Fourthly, muſic, to arrive at any tolerable 
prohotency in it, takes up much time, 
requires ſo much application, as leaves but 
little room, and what is worſe, when de- 
lighted in, little inclination for other im- 
pro vements. As life is a ſhort ſtage, where 
longeſt, ſurely the moſt precious moments 
of it ought to be better employed than in 
ſo light and airy an amuſement. The 
time of youth will be ſoon over, and that is 
the time of laying the foundation of more 
ſolid ſtudies. The mind, as well as. the 
body, will become ſtiff by years, and un- 
duſceptible of thoſe improvements, that can- 


it. 


up 


. 
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it. When once an airy delight engages the 

faculties, an habit 1s L and nothing 
but great ſtruggles, and abſolute neceſſity, 
if that will do it, can ſhake it off. One 
part of life is for improvement, and that is 
youth ; another part is for — that im- 
provement to ſolid benefit to ourſelves, our 
family, or friends, and that is the middle 
of life, Old age carries a retroſpect to 
. a future ſtate. Shall we then loſe the time of 
improvement which can never come again, 
forfeit all the benefits of it in our middle life, 


and embitter our future proſpects, as well tem- 


as eternal, with reflections on our 
neglect of opportunities that can never 
recalled? And all for what? Why 
only to be deemed, for eight or ten em 
of life, à good companion, as the phraſe 
s, though a bad huſband, father, friend, 
and conſequently a bad man! Some there 
are, who divide life into four ſtages or op- 
portupities. He, ſay they, who is not 
7 — by twenty, ſtrong by thirty, wiſe 
by forty, and rich by fifty, will never be 
_ Ns, ſtrong, wiſe, or rich. 
his, generally ſpeaking, is a good and 
Improving SGrvation, achich ſhould teach 
us, as we go along, to make a right uſe 
of thoſe periods of life, which may be 
Proper entrances for us into a ſtill more 
— — important 
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important one than that behind it. k. "_ 
but lightly touched on theſe 22228 
becauſe I know you have good — 
to improve as wank from hints, as another 
can from tedious lectures. I am far from 
diſſuading you from theſe amuſements, ſo 
long as you conſider them only as ſuch. 


I know you will think me, what. I always Ti 


wiſh to be thought, and really am, | | 
Your affectionate uncle and . friend "i 


— 
— — * — 


- 


Later of Advice e 6 ping Zo on bey- 
* 7 | | 


Dear Polly, 


I'T is with fingular pleaſure I view 
the alteration and improvement in your per- 


' ſon, ſo viſible within the ſpace of a few 


months. The dawning of fine ſenſe; and a 
good judgment, which diſcovers itfelf in 

converſation, leads me to hope I ſhall 
* perfection of my ſiſter, , yup late 
excellent mother, revived in Yet 


Ds 
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me to blame in you, and that is a certain 
affectation that has lately ſtolen in on your 
behaviour, of imitating the manners of the 
other ſex, and appearing more maſculine | 
than the amiable fofeneſ s of a woman can I 
' Juſtify. I have been particularly offended, 
permit me to tell my dear, at your 
new riding-habit, which is made ſo extra- 
gantly in the mode, that one cannot eaſily | 
diſtinguiſh ſex by it; for you look in | 
it neither like a modeſt girl, nor an agree- ! 
EF able boy. Some conformity to faſhion is | 
* allowable; but a —_— hat, by * jacket, | 
and a fop's peruke, ſtran i u. | 
I would hve you Foros 2 my — — t 
as ſure as any thing intrepid, free, and, in | 
a prudent degree, bold, becomes a man z | 
ſo whatever is ſoft, tender, and modeſt, ren- | 
ders your ſex amiable. In this one inſtance | 
we do not prefer our own likeneſs, and the | 
leſs you reſemble us, the more ſure you are 
E to. chirm; for a maſculine woman is a 
Character as little creditable as becoming. 
I am no enemy to a proper preſence of 
mind in company; but I would never have 
__- appear bold, talkative, or aſſumed. 
odeſty in the outward behaviour is a 
| ſtrong pre poſſeſſion in a lady's favour; 
and, without it, all your ections will 
de of little ſervice, either as to reputaion- 


— 
8 W 
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or preferment. You want not ſenſe, and I 
hope you will kindly receive theſe well-in- 
tended | hints from 


Your affectionate unde, 


Letter from a Tenant to a Landlord, in Excuſe 


for not paying his Rent. 


Sir, 


IT is to me a matter of great un- 


eaſineſs, that I cannot at preſent fulfil my 
engagements. I have experienced y 
ſuch heavy loſſes, and met with ſuch great 
diſappointments, that I muſt intrude another 
quarter on your goodneſs. Whatever ſhifts 


I may then be put to, you may depend on 


hearing more to your ſatisfaction than at 


preſent, from, Sir, 


Your moſt obedient 0 ſervant. 


„ 


de Ta 
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Letter from a Country Tenant, on a femilar 


Occaſion. 


Honoured Sir, 


TO the misfortunes of an unfavour- 
able ſeaſon, it has pleaſed God to add great 
iicknefles in my family, loſs of cattle, and 
&veral other unhappy incidents, ſo that I 
am obliged to mean on your patience a 
month or two longer. I hope the wheat 
harveſt will enable me to anſwer your. juſt 
—_— which will afford infinite ſatis- 

jon to, Sir, 

Your moſt obedient humble ſervant. | 


* 3 


Letter in Anſwer to the preceding. 


Ms. Maſon, 


I HAVE received your letter, and | 
I hope you will be as good as your word at | 
the expiration of the time you have fixed. | 
1 by no means wiſh to diſtreſs any | 
þvacſt man, and I hope I ſhall not meet 


with 
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with the worſe uſage for thus ſhewing my 
tenderneſs. Lenity abuſed, even in gene- 
rous tempers, provokes returns, which ſome 


people would call ſevere, but thould not be 
- deemed ſuch if juſt, 


I am, your's, &c, 


Letter from a Steward to a Tenant, an Delay 
: of Payment. | 


Mr. Wilſon, 


* AGREEABLY to your requeſt, 
have taken the earlieſt opportunity to men- 
tion your caſe to Sir John. He 1s exceed- 
ingly angry at your conduct, and proteſts 
he will ſeize on your goods, and throw you _ 
into jail, if he have not twenty pounds at leaſt 

id him by quarter-day, which is now at 
Lond. So you know what you have t6 
truſt to, and I would have you avoid, the 
conſequence at any rate; for he is reſolved 
otherwiſe to put his threats in execution, 
Of this I afſure you, and am, 2 2 


Your's, &e. 


D 7 
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Letter from a poor Tenant, in Anſwer to the 
preceding. 


Good Mr. Jackſon. 


THE letter I have received from 

u almoſt deprives me of my ſenſes. But 
if I am to be ruined, with my numerous 
family, and a poor and induſtrious, but ail- 
ing wife, it will not be my fault; for I 
cannot raiſe twenty pounds, any manner of 
way, by the time you mention. I hope Sir 
John will not be hard-hearted ; for if God 


Almighty, our common landlord, ſhould be 
_ equally, hard upon us, what would become 


of us all? Forgive my boldneſs, in talking 
of God Almighty to bis honour in this free 
manner. I would cheerfully pay the money 
by the time demanded, if it were to be done; 


but you know, Sir, what a ſeaſon we have 


had. An honeſter tenant, his honour will 
never have, I am fure of; but if money 


does not come in, what can I do? Should 


* 5 * * 
\ o © > Ry 7 4 


* 


I fell my team, and my utenſils for labour, 

there will be an end of all. I ſhall then 

have no means left me wherewith to pay 

Ris honour, nor any body elſe. If Sir John 

will not be moved, but will ſeize, prays, 
: 8 


ws as 
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good Mr. Jackſon, prevail on him not to. 
throw me in jail, fince a priſon pays nodebts 
but let my poor wife and fix ſmall children 
lie in the barn, till I can get a little day 
labour; that muſt be all I can have to 
truſt to, ſhould his honour make a ſeizure. 
I hear my late ſervant, William, has juſt 
taken 2 and he will perhaps employ 
his poor ruined maſter, if I be not impri- 
ſoned; but if I be, why then the pariſh muſt 
do ſomething for my poor family, though 
I hoped they, would never trouble it. Lay 
theſe things before his honour, good Sir, 
and forgive this trouble from 


Your unfortunate humble ſervant, - 


— — — — 


Letter from the Steward in Anſwer to the 
foregoing. 


Mr. Wilſon, 


— 


YOUR letter and caſe I have laid 


before Sir John, who read them with 
much concern, and ſays he will have pa- 
tience another quarter, to ſee what you | 

Ds will 
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will do. Conlider, however, that gentle- 
men live at a great expence; are obliged 
to keep up their put ps and if their 
tenants fail them, they muſt diſappoint 
their tradeſmen, and {fer in their credit. 
You 13 crops of all kinds on the 
ground, ſurely you may, by next quar- 
ter, raiſe forty or fifty 2 though you 
could not twenty in a fortnight. This Sir 
John will ex at leaſt, I can tell you, 
and ſurely you may comply with it, from 
the produce of ſo good a farm, 


* 


r 


3 — amt , 


The poor Men's grateful Letter in Reurn. 


Mr. Jackſon, 


THAT God may bleſs you and 
his honour is all I fay. We will now 
ſet our hands to the plough, as the ſaying 
is, with cheerful hearts, and try what can 
be done. I am ſure, I and my wife and 


* 


children too, though three of them can 


but „ 


D 


— — 
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and night, pray to God for his honour's 
gs and rolperity; as well as for you 

enable me to be juſt 
to 2 e I am ſure it would 
be the pride of my heart to pay ey body, 
his honour eſpecially. I have abi ran be 4 
hind hand „ which all 


nor have our children fared much better, 


ough few children appear more tight and 
y do. We ſhall continue to 
allow ourſelves nothing more than neceſ- 
fary to enable us to ſupport our labour, 
until we ſhall get beforehand, which God 
grant. But all this I told 2 before, 
and ſo will ſay no more, but do all I can, 
and God give a blefling to my labours, as 
I mean honeſtly. So no — but that 


I am, Sir, 
Your ever obliged ſervant. 


| Dg Letter 
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Letter from one Friend to anther in Diſtreſs, 
with Offers of Aſſiſtance. 
Dear Sir, 

THE great loſles have ſuſtained, 
by the failure of Mr. Roſs, have cauſed 
me much uneaſineſs. I hope you behave 
under it like the man of prudence you have 
always ſhewn If, and as one who 
knows how liable all men are to misfor- 
tunes. I think it is incumbent, on this 
occaſion, not to conſole you by words 
only, but, with the ſpirit and cheerfulneſs 
of a ſincere friend, to offer you my ſervice, 
to anſwer any preſent demand, ſo far as 
two hundred pounds will go, which you 
ſhall freely have the uſe of for a twelve- 

or more, if your affairs require 

it ; and I will- even ſtrain a point, rather 

than not oblige you, if more be neceſſary 

to your preſent ſituation. You will do me 

reat pleaſure in accepting this offer as 
Bech as it is kindly meant by, 


Dear Sir, 
vous moſt faithfully, 
a Letter 
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Letter in Anſwer to the preceding Offer. 
My dear Friend, 
THE grateful ſenſe I have of your 


kindneſs will never be eraſed from my 
mind. This is, indeed, an inſtance of true 


not know I could then, if not before, 
anſwer your goodneſs as it deſerves, I 
would not accept of the favour. This 
loſs is very heavy and affeCting to me, as 
you may ſuppoſe; yet your generous friend- 
thip is no ſmall comfort to me in it: fo 
good a friend is capable of making any 
calamity light. I am, dear Sir, 

Your faithful and ðbliged ſervants 


— 2 — : 5 "— * * * 


Letter in Anſwer to an Offer an a ſimilay 
Occaſion 


Dear Sir, 


I SHALL ever gratefully remem- 
ber the kind offer you have made me, par 


+». 
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the prudent advice you have given me. 
I have not been a little aff at the 
unexpected failure of a man, whom all the 
world thought as good as the Bank. At 
preſent, however, 1 have no occaſion for 
the friendly affiſtance you offer me. If I 


ſhould, I know no one in the world I 


would ſooner chooſe to be obliged to; for 
"WM ns dear, kind Sir, . 


Your moſt obliged humble ſervant, 


1 —_ 


2 — rns. 


Letter of Acknowledgment _ great Favours 


receive 


Honoured Sir, 


GIVE me leave to approach you 
with the moſt *hankful acknowledgments 
as . grateful heart, on the favour and be- 

oodneſs has conferred upon 

= £34 be the buſineſs of my whole 

life to the utmoſt of my power, to deſerve 
it; and my whole 1 * Wich you have 
made happy by your bounty, will every 
day join * me in prayers to God, to 
bleſs you wich the continuance of your 
valuable; 


LEN in £ x * 
- 
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valuable health, a long life, and all worldly 


honour; for ſo it will become us to do, 
for the unmerited favours conferred upon, 


Honoured Sir, 
Your moſt dutiful ſervant, 


Another Letter on the ſams Subject. 
*W orthy Sir, 


2 15 I did not add this further mou 
to e have „ iven you, 
1 a= M 5 to SS the 

inſtance o a ſhould appear very 
—— May God Almighty return to 
you an hundred. fold the benefit you have 
conferred. upon me, and give me an op- 
portunity, by my future ſervices, to ſhew 
my grateful heart, and how much I am, 


Worthy Sir, 
Your obliged and dutiful ſervant, 


Letter 
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Letter of Refuſal to lend Money. 
Sir, 


I AM exceedingly ſorry, that your 


ueſt comes to me at a time, when I 


am fo preſſed by my own affairs, that I 


cannot, with any convenience, . comply 
with it. On any future opportunity, when 
I may have money to ſpare, I ſhall be ready 
to oblige you. I hope, Sir, you will therefore 


Excuſe | 
Your moſt humble ſervant, 


nns — 


— 


Anather Letter on the ſame Subject, 


Sin 


AS I have myſelf been under the 
neceſſity of lately borrowing a large ſum of 
money, which I muſt return in a few days, 
you will judge of my want of capacity, 
rather than inclination, to comply with your 
requeſt, I am, Sir, | 


Your ſincere friend. 
Anather 
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Another Letter on the ſame Subject. 


Sir, | 

2 IT is to me a matter of ſome pain, 
that I am obliged to lay open to you, on 
occaſion of the loan you requeſt of me, my 
own inability. I ſhall find no ſmall diffi- 
culty to anſwer ſome neceſlary demands, 
which muſt be complied with by a certain 
time; and therefore can only ſay, I am ſorry 
I have it not in my power to ſhew you how 
ſincerely I am, 

Your moſt humble ſervant, 


Letter in Compliance with a Requeſt to borrow 
Money. 
Sir, 


I CONSIDER. - myſdf much 
oblige in the requeſt you make me. I 
moſt cheerfully comply with it, and inclofſe 
a note for the requeſted ſum, payable on ſight; 
and am not a little glad it is in my power 
to ſhew you how much I am, Sir, 


Your faithful friend and ſervant, 
3 


* 
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Another Letter on the ſame Occaſion. 
Sir, 

I HAVE received your letter, in 
which you intimate to me, that the ſum of 
— pounds will be of great uſe to you, 
and that you ſhall be able to repay it in 
four months. Though it puts me to ſome 
difficulties to oblige you, I encloſe a bank- 
note to that amount; but I muſt, in the 
name of friendſhip, beg of you to return it 
me unuſed, if you cannot keep your word 
in the repayment. My accommodating 
you with . this ſum is rather, at preſent, 
a teſtimony of my inclination than ability to 
| ſerve you: For I am 


2 Þ 


— 
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Letter to a Friend, on bis not making good 
bis Promiſe of repeying Money lent. 
Sir, | 

I CANNOT help acquaiating 
you, that when you applied to me in your 
| . difficulties 
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Asculties for aſſiſtance, and made ſuch 
ſtrong promiſes of returning in four months 

| what I advanced, little did I think you 
would give me the diſagreeable occaſion, 
either of reminding you of your promiſe, 
or of acquainting you with the difficulties, 
in which my friendſhip for you has involved 
me. I have always endeavoured to ma- 
nage my affairs with ſo much prudence, 
as to keep within myſelf the power of 
anſwering demands upon me, without 
troubling my friends, and I told you, I 
muſt expect you would keep your word 
exactly to the four months, or elſe 1 
ſhould be diſtreſſed as bad as you were 
when you applied to me. Six months 
paſſed, and you took no manner of notice 
of the matter, when I was forced to re- 
mind you of it, having been put to it, as 
I told you I ſhould. You took a fortnight 
longer, under ſtill ſtronger promiſes of 
pertormance ; and three weeks are now 
expired, while your ſecond promiſes are 
ſtill as much to be performed as your firſt, 
Is this kind, is this friendly, is it grateful, 
Sir, let me aſk you? 1 will only add, 
that if any conſideration remains with you 


| for one ſo truly your F let me im- 
1 mediately be 6. and take from — 
| b 3 
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cruel- neceflity of reproachi 

gratityde, = myſelf for folly.” Tam: 5d _ A 
Your PLL friend. 


— ü — — 


Letter to F, who neglected to his 
4 P — in Do Time. e 


Sir, a 


ABOUT a fortnight 

were fo kind as to tell — "ga you 
— lend me one hundred pounds on 
bond, to anſwer a demand that my credit 
would otherwiſe be a ſufferer by; and you 
were pleaſed to ſay, that you would have 

me look no further, as I ſhould certainly 

es it in time. I have looked no fur- 
ther, Sir, and the day of payment ap- 
proachin 7 cannot imagine how m 
mind hs faffered by being -not abſolutely 
ſure of having the money to an(wer the 
demand. I 1 . 
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» © iny credit being wholly at ſtake, I beg 
* . anſwer, which I hope will be to the 
4+ , tisfaction of, Sir, | 


Your obli ged humble ſervant, 


LS — , 


* 


- Anſwer to the preceding Letter, 
| Dear r Sir, 

I WILL ths afternoon wait upon 

, you. with the money, which I had always 

gfear pleaſure in the thoughts of ſupplyi 

{ * you with; and I am moſt —_— 
2 with f, for givi the Pain 

4 _uncaſineſs * muſt have attended a mind 

fo” punctual as your's, and in a caſe fo 

. critically. circumſtanced. I hope you will 

ive me, though I can hardly ive 

mylelf. I am, Sir, as well on this, as on 

any other 


in my power, 


Your fincere friend and ſervants. _ _ 
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Letter to a Perſm, who wants to borrow 


* Money of another without any Claim but 
Aſſurance. 


Sir, 


WHILE I was out of town, I 
find you did me the favour of enquiring 


two or three times for me; and among 
my letters I find one from you, deſiring 
the loan of fifty guineas. You muſt cer- 
tainly have miſtaken me or yourſelf very 
— 4 to think we Were enough known 

to each other for ſuch a tranſaction. I 


ce in your company; I was de- 
with your converſation, and you 
ed as much pleaſed with mine. If 
we, therefore, both acted with honour, 


the obligation is mutual, and there can 


be no reaſon to ſuppoſe me your debtor. 
I have not a churlih or avaricious heart, 
I will venture to ſay; but there muſt be 
- bounds to eyery thing, and diſcretion is 
as in conferring, as in receiv=- 
ing a kindneſs, To a friend jmy help- 
ing hand ought to be lent, when his 
neeeffities require it; but you cannot 
think our intimacy e to commence 
chat relation. Should 1 wer os 


8 . 464 © % 4 _ 
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of every new acquaintance, I ſhould ſoon 
want power to oblige my old friends, 
and even to ſerve myſelf. Surely, Sir, a 
entleman of your merit cannot be 
Fetle beloved, as to be forced to ſeek to 
new acquaintance, and to have no better 
friend than one of 32 I will not 
do the injury to ſuppoſe, that 
haps . have the beſt — 
ſons, parry long knowl edge, to oblige 
; application to me- 
F Gin balbfülnef ſhould ſtand 
22 way to them. Be this as it may, 
it not at all ſuit ay — to 
comply with your requeſt, therefore 
I wo. beg you to excuſe 
Your's, &c@ 


— 


Letter to a Friend, adviſing him againſt going 
to Law. 


Dear Sir, 


IT is with no ſmall regret I hear, 
that the difference between you and Mr. 
Bond is at laſt likely to terminate in a law- 
ſuit. I wiſh you would take it into your fe- 
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rious conſideration before you begin, be- 
cauſe it will hardly be in your power to end 
it when you pleaſe; for you immediately 
put the matter out of your own hands, into 
the hands of thoſe, whoſe intereſt it is to 
protract the ſuit from term to term, and who 
will as abſolutely preſcribe to you in it, as 
= phyſician in a dangerous illneſs. The 
w, my good friend, I look upon, more 
any one thing, as the r puniſh- 
ment of an over-haſty and perverſe ſpirit, 

as it is a puniſhment that follows an act of 
a man's ewn ſeeking and chooling. You 
will not conſent, perhaps, now to ſubmit 
the matter in diſpute to reference; but let 
me tell you, that after you have expended 
large ſums of money, and ſquandered away 
a deal of time in attendance on your law- 
yers, and preparations for hearing, one term 
| another, you will probably be of a dif- 
ferent mind, and be glad ſeven years hence 
to leave it to that arbitration which now 
you refuſe. He is happy who learns wiſ- 
dom from other mens misfortunes ; and 
why, when you have heard from all your 
acquaintance, who have tried the · experi- 
ment, what a grievous thing the law is, 
will * you, notwithſtanding, pay for that 
wiſdom, which you may have at the coſt 
of others? The repreſentation that was 
ONCE 
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once hung up as a ſign in the Rolls Liberty, 


on one ſide, of a man all in rags wringing 


his hands, with a label importing, that be 
had bot his ſuit ; and, on the other fide, a 
man that had not a rag, left, but capering 
and triumphing, that he bad carried his cauſe, 
was a fine emblem of going to law, and 
the infatuating madneſs of a htigious ſpirit. 
How excellent to this purpoſe is the advice 
of our bleſſed Saviour, rather than ſeek this 
redreſs againſt any one who would even 
take one's coat, to give them his cloak 
alſo ! Beſides the Chriſtian doctrine incul- 
cated by this precept, it will be found, as 
the law is managed, and the uncertainty 


that attends it, even the beſt grounded 


litigations, that ſuch a pacific ſpirit may 
be deemed the only way to preſerve the 
reſt of our garments, and to prevent be- 
ing ſtripped to the ſkin. - Indeed, what 
wit: man would ruſh upon a proceeding, 
where the principal men of the profeſſion 
{though the oath they take, if ſerjeants, 
ebliges them not to ſign a ſham plea, 
nor plead in a cauſe againſt their own 
opinion) are not aſhamed under the ſpe- 
cious but ſhameful notion of doing the beſt 
they can for their clients, to undertake, for 
paltry fee, to whiten over the - 


blackeſt cauſe, and to defeat the moſt — 


F 
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Where your property may depend 
upon the impudence of an eloquent pleader 
alerting any thing, and a perjured evi- 


dence ſwearing whatever will do for his ſu-. 


borner's purpoſe—where the tricks and 
' miſtakes of practitioners, and want of tri- 
fling forms, — you— where deaths 
of perſons made parties to the ſuit may 
cauſe all to begin again—what wiſe man, 
I fay, would ſubject himſelf to theſe vex- 


ations and common incidents in the law, 


if he could any ways avoid it, together 
with the intolerable expences and attend- 
ances conſequent on a law-ſuit ? Beſides, 
how great are the fe the cares, the 
anxieties, that revolve with every term, and 
engroſs all a man's thoughts] You may be 
plunged into the bottomleſs gulf of Chan- 
cery, where you begin with bills and 
wers, containing hundreds ' of ſheets at 
exorbitant prices, fifteen lines in a ſheet, 
and fix words in a line, (and a ſtamp to 
every ſheet) barefacedly ſo contrived to 
pick your pocket. Then follow all the 
train of examinations, interrogatories, ex- 
ceptions, bills amended, replies, rejoinders, 
&c. &c. till, at laſt, when you have danced 
through the bleſſed round of preparation, 
the hearing 
next, then from the Chancellor to the 
Houſe 


before the Chancellor comes. 


* 
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Houſe of Lords, and ſometimes the parties 
are ſent down from thence for a new trial 
in the courts below. What wiſe man, 
permit me to repeat, would enter himſelf 


into this deſtructive labyrinth of the law 


I hope, dear Sir, you will think of this 
matter deliberately, before you proceed in 
2 preſent angry purpoſe; and if you 

ould judge it proper to take my advice, 
and avoid a law-ſuit, I am ſure you will 
have reaſon to thank me for it, and for the 
zeal with which I am, 2 

Your ſincere friend and ſervant. 


2 — — — n 


—_— —_—— » * 


Letter from a Gentleman to his Friena, con- 
cerniug the different Conſequences of being 
Rich or Poor. 


Dear Sir, 


IN order to make room for an ac- 
count you little expect, I muſt for once 
poſtpone every thing elſe I have to ſay to 
you. Will you believe me when I tell you, 
that a current report of my being immenſc- 
2 is the greateſt misfortune I at pre- 

labour 4 I do not find it fo ſup - 
8 portable 
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portable as you may be apt to imagine. 
The occaſion was owing to the frequent 
flights I had received from the gentle- 
woman with whom I lodge, and from others 
of my friends, who, believing that I lived 
up to my ſcanty fortune, (as in truth I do, 
though 1 take care to be beholden to no- 
„and pay ready money for every mins 
C not treat me negligently enough. 
complained of this to that Arch wag Tony 
Richards, who told me he would change 
every ones behaviour to me in a few days, 
which he has done effeCtually. By way of 
fecret, he acquainted my landlady, that be- 
ſides my poor little eſtate, which you know 
to be my all, he had lately diſcovered, that 
I had twenty thouſand pounds ſtock in one 
of our great companies. Such was the 
force of this whimſical deluſion, that, the 
very next morning, I had a clean towel 
hung over my water-bottle, though I never 
befote had more than one a week during 
the twenty years I have lodged here. About 
a week after this, my couſin Tom, who, 
for the two years he has been in the 
Temple, has [et me ſee him but three 
times, came, in a moſt complaiſant man- 
ner, plainer drefled than I ever had before 
Ten him, and begged, if the length of the 
evening were in any degree burthenſome, 
| I would 


* 
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I would permit him - to wait upon me with 
fuch pieces of wit, humour, or entertain- 
ment, as the town affgrded, the reading of 
which, under my ear, he was ſure, would 
be a great advantage to him; and aſſured 
me that, for a beginning, he had preſumed 
to bring the laſt new tragedy in his — 
I thanked my young ſpark, ho i is | 
in earneſt in his obſervances, that _ 
nights in a week he thus entertains me. 
This will, at leaſt, be of ſo much ſervice 
to him, as to keep him out of more ex- 
penſive company. You cannot think what 
pains the rogue takes to read with the ca- 
dence he knows I admire, and fits till his 
teeth chatter before he offers to look to- 
wards the fire. What you will ſtill more 
wonder at, Sir John Hookhim called upon 
me before Chriſtmas ; and, though I have 
not had a. viſit from him theſe hve years, 
was ſo obliging as to run away with me in 
his chariot into. Hertfordſhire, to keep the 
holidays in his family. Here his lady 
me with the — reſpect, and her 


daughters paid me their morning devoirs, 
with the ſame deference as if I had been 


their grand-papa. No dinner was con- 
cluded upon without conſulting my palate z 
and the young gentlemen, his ſons, are as 
ambitious of my heating them their _ 

. * 
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ciſes, as if their fortunes depended upon 
my approbation. Sir John acquainted me 
with every improvement he had made in 
his eſtate, and aſſured me, that his ſecond 
ſon Will, my nameſake, has a genius ſingu- 
larly turned for managing country buſineſs, 
had he not the misfortune of having a 
brother born before him ; and he gave me 
ſeveral reaſons to believe, that a fine eſtate 
which lay in the neighbourhood, and was 
then to be fold, would be a great penny - 
worth. I took the hint, but ſaid I had no 
inclination to purchaſe it. He ſhook his 
head at my thouſands, and told me, that, 
V in his opinion, a land eſtate was preferable 
to the beſt ſtock in the kingdom. When 
I came to town, the fourth of January, I 
was no ſooner out of Sir John's chariot, 
but my landlady in perſon informed me, 
that ſince I had been abſent, I- had had fo 
many preſents ſent me, that ſhe had been 
in an hundred fears for their ſpoiling. I 
aſked her the particulars, and found there 
were five turkies, three chines, three 
hampers of Madeira for the gout, three 
5 collars of brawn, geeſe, chickens, hares, 
1 and wild-fowl, to a large amount. At 
night, I was welcomed to town by almoſt 
all wy old acquaintance, and about 2 
0 
2 1 


almoſt new ones. I was a little tired with 
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not made, delays 
e dangerous; and in the morning, be 
day, five | arrived to in- 
my health. Thus, Sir, you hr 

7 peace is gone, and my tongue 15 A no 
uſe z Gor no one believes me when 1 de- 
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a, Paike on the 
"fed bo ore be 


* dear Friend, 


I MUST confeſs that your lot is 
exceedingly hard, to loſe To promiſing and 
To hopeful a child as that dear box was, 
hg ſo much engroſſed the affections of 
Þ chin your ſpouſe.” A ſuitable grief 

a an occaſion ought to be in- 
bh ut yet not ſo as if you were be- 
reft of all e and inſenſible to other 
Fient mercies, which God has beſtowed 


upon 
de a ſinful rejection of thoſe bleſfings wich 
remain to you; as if, like froward chil- 
"dren, you would have nothing, decauſe 


| Tou could not have every thing you wiſhed. 
Tete wen all the 


great families of the 

upon all your neighbours round you, 

and fee if they fork not almoſt every one 

Med tears on this very occaſion: From 

judge of the unreaſonableneſs of 0 
great a grief, and what pretenſions 

ve to be exempted from thoſe ci 

. to which royalty itſelf is liable. I will 

> + to alleviate your grief, remind you of 

topic, which is, however, no leſs import- 


you. This, my dear friend, would 


— 
? 
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You have been: baking 


N Fainiliar Letter Writer. tte 
and; than tog frequent! r Caſe, that he 
might not always have been fo hopefal, but 


ow ne 


one to the number of t 


that he is gone before bat a little while, 
to that place, . tears ſhall be 


wiped away, and whither, through the 


ſame infinite mercy, — will a CE 
low him, and enjoy' him for ever. 


have this comfort, that he died a _—_ 4 
death; that the work was God n 


who gave him to you, and has but 
back what he lent you ; that you ſaw — 
thing done for his recovery that could be 
done ; and chat it pleaſed God not to grant 
him to your Why ſhould you re- 
pine at the diſpenſation, when you know | 
the diſpenſer? Let it therefore be 
duty, on this trying occaſion, to ſhew an 
entire acquieſcence to the Divine Will, as 
it will be exemplary to your good ſpouſe, _ 
whoſe weaker ſex and 2 wants all the 
E 2 conſolation 


9 —— — 1 
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her. At Fs B. time, it behoves N bs 
ſhew a thankful ſpirit for the mercies yet 
continued to you, (rnercies that thouſands 
DIES. 
28 2a ent, deprive thoſe 

have ſill lefe. 1 beg you Till cake in 4 
part theſe. few lines, which my affection for 
you. has drawn from my pen, and that you 
will believe me to be, dear Sir, 


+ Your ſincere friend and humble ſervant. 
"2 $4086» +3546 2 — 
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Letter to 4 Friend, on the Loſs of a promiſing 
Dear Sir, | 
1 is is with the utmoſt concern I 
hear of your loſs. So promiſing a youth, 
Jul arrived at man's eftate, and who was 
> great. a comfort and affiſtance to you, to 
be ſnatched away, is what muſt adminiſter 
to ts the greateſt grief of any thing that 
gould — befal you. But, alas 
is no new caſe. reateſt families have 


deen thus afflicted, and with the 8, | 
on 
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phyſician taken into the family, to be 
made à c t watchman, as it were, 
over his health and exerciſes. The oung 
nobleman himſelf was hopeful, duti and 
as diſtinguiſhed in the graces of his mind, 
as by his birth. He travelled, his indul- 
gent * travelled with him; be made q 
N under his uncle, the greate 
2, ſurviving i in an age of gene- 
oy travelled to reftore and 
we EY his health, and all the noble mo- 
. opes. and views were employed in 
5 . beloved ſon, on his return, 
a ex ful itable to bis quality, and who 
might be a. mean to preſerve ane of the 
families in the kingdom from utter ex- 
tinction. What was the end of all her 


cares, her hopes, her vows, her proſpects? 


Why, juſt as the young, nobleman had, 
WI 


in a few arriv , and 
could have made thoſe family ments 
which were moſt deſirable ſhould be made, 
the _ want of. which involved his noble 
in perplexing law-ſuits, which alſo 
| againſt her, it pleaſed God to de- 
her of him, and ne died in a foreign 
diſtant from his fond mother, w who, 
reaſons of ſtate, as was ſaid, had bee 
to accompany and attend him. Thus 
led all her hopes of ab&e twenty years 
Tt"; - ſtanding, 


* 
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_ hopes of ſucceſs, remedies againſt it, 
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ſtanding, and in him his family. likewiſe. 
A ſtill more recent calamity to a 701 fa-. 
mily I might mention, in the death of two 
hopeful children, the only ſons of their 
father, and the only heirs male of one of 
the firſt families in the kingdom, both 
ſnatched away in the ſpace of a few hours 
of one another, from healthy conſtitutions, 
and no ailments previous to the ſudden one 
that carried them off, which was believed 
to be only a fore throat. In vain were the 
conſultations of the moſt eminent phyſicians 
and ſurgeons, who gave attendance 2 
night, minutely to watch every change of 
the diſftemper ; and the aſſurance of the 
ſkilful to the fond parents, that chere was 
no „proved wrongly founded. 
2 . and — 
in vain was opened, 
oute if poffible, the cauſe of th 
malady, in order to adminifter, with greater 


* 


the firſt 
to 


preſerve. the other, That other 
youth followed his brother, and their fate 
deeply wounded the hearts, of half a dozen 
noble families, whoſe intimate relationſhip 
gave them a very near intereſt in the awtul 
event. Like ;nflanced bf the 1 & 'of hope- 
fulſons, and of 8 rs, might 
e 
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ſtinction in the liſt of the Britiſh nobility ; 
but I need not enumerate more to a mind 
conſiderate as yours, which will reflect, 
that death is a common lot, from which no 
rank or degree is exempted. 115. 
reflections, and ſuch as you will be able 
to 


> add to them by your own reaſon and 


; your enlightened mind, the motives 

that mught be inſiſted on with * 

A ſo n occaſion, — as 

uncertainty ife ; the gratitude you 

. ought to ſhew for having ln jour ſon fo 
long continued to you as he was ; the 

'S 


probability of his being happy in 
pro akon "a6: 0 
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untainted, and he was not cut off in the 
purſuit of ſome capital fin, as hath too 
| often been the caſe with bold and dar 
| ſpirits in the heat of their youthful paſ- 

2 that he eſcaped the ſnares uſual- 
ly laid for young men by idle companions 
and vicious women, who too often en- 
hele conſiderations your own reaſon will 
ſuggeſt to you, and clearly convince you, 
how neceſlary it is for us to ſubmit to the 
will of that great Director of all things, 
who does every thing for the belt. I am, 


dear Sir, | | | 
Your moſt affectionate friend. - 


— — 


Letter to a Widew on the Death of ber 


. 


Dear Madam, 


PERMIT me the liberty of con- 
doling with you on the truly great and 
heavy loſs you, have ſuſtained of an excel- 
lent. huſband, Eyery. one of ug, who had 
the pleaſure of his friendſhip, mourn with 
you. the irretrievable misfortune N 
<q "WS we 
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well as to you; but as there is no recal- 
ling it, and as it is God's will, we muſt 
nor repine at the diſpenſation, but acquieſce 
in it. To fay, that neither you nor we 


ought to grieve at it, would be abſurd and 


unnatural. Inordinate grief, however, we 
are commanded to avoid ; and we ought to 
bleſs God, that he was yraciouſly pleaſed to 
continue him with us fo long, inſtead of 
mourning too heavily, that we had not 
longer the pleaſure of his agreeable conver- 
fation.” We were not born together, and 
ſome of us muſt go firſt. I am often lead 
to think, beſides the life of glory, which 
through God's mercy awaits the good, that 
he is far happier than thoſe he leaves be- 
hind him, 'in this point, that he is faved 
from the regret, which fills the wounded 
hearts 'of his ſurviving friends, of ſeeing 
them 7 before him, as they haye ſeen him 
o before them. Had he not died now, a 
ew years would have detesmined his uſe- 
ful fife, for the longeſt fie is but a ſpan ; 
and then the matter, had he gone before 
us, would have been as it is now. We 
may make our own lives miſerable in bee 
N loſs ; but 1 
good. m particular, , 
are now lied upon to be both father and 
mother to the dear pledges of your mutual 


4 


aſfecthon, 
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affection, ought to take double care, how 
you fuffer immoderate grief to incapacitate 
you from this new and more arduous and 
| neceſſary taſk; for by theſe means, you 
would not only do youriclf hurt, but double 
the loſs which his dear children have al- 
ready ſuſtalned in that of their father. 
Would you, Madam, wiſh to make them 
motherleſs as well as fatherleſs ? God for- 
bid! Conſider, though this is an heavy 
euſe, yet it is a common caſe; and we 
muſt not repine, that God thought him 
ripe for heaven, and put an end to his pro- 
batory ſtate. With melancholy pleaſure 
have I often, on the lols of friends, con- 
templated the excellent advice of the ſon of 
> \ Sirach, who tells us how we ought to 
mourn on theſe occaſtons, and how we 
| ought to govern our mourning ; he re- 

minds us moſt excellently, that while we 

are 8 for our departed friends, our 

ewn lives paſs away, and we are not. You 

will permit me to tranſcribe his own ex- 

| cellent words, as moſt ſuitable to the ſub- 
| ject before us. My fon, (fays he) let 
| tears fall down over the dead, any beg | 
Mt to lament, and then cover his body, acggs 1 

ing to the cuſtom, and neglect not his bi 
rial. Weep bitterly, and make great moan, 
and uſe lamentations as he is worthy. 
| E 6 Then 
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Then comfort thyfelf for thy heavineſs ; 
for of heavineſs cometh death, and the 
heavineſs of the heart breaketh ftrength. 
Therefore, drive it away, and remember 
thy own laſt end. Thou willt not do him 
good, but hurt thyſelf. When the dead is 
at reſt, let his remembrance reſt ; and be 
comforted for him when his ' ſpirit is de- 
parted from him.”—To add any thing to 
this excellent advice, would be, in ſome 
meaſure, to depreciate it. I will therefore 
conclude with my prayers, that God will 
enable you to bear as you ought, and all 
your friends wiſh and expect it from you, 
this truly heavy diſpenſation, and that moſt 
particularly for the fake of your dear chil- 
' dren by him. I am, Madam, with my 
ſincereſt wiſh for your peace and tranquillity, 


Your faithful friend and ſervant. 


[ 


PO RY 


Letter from a Tradeſman to his Daughter, on 
ber firſt going out to Service. 
My dear Girl, 


YOU are now embarking on the 
dangerous commerce of the world at the 


car 


een 
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earl of eighteen -an age the moſt 
— in the life of a female. Do not, 
therefore, treat with indifference the ad- 
vice of a parent, who has bought wiſdom 
by experience, and who has no other view 
in the trouble he is now taking, but to 
teach you how to ſhun thoſe dangers, which 
have proved the deſtruction of thouſands, 
and will of many more yet unborn. 

In the firſt place, remember how young 


you are, and how eaſily your youthful mind 


may be led aſtray, if you be not exceeding- 
ly cautious in your conduct. For this rea- 
ſon, never be too confident of your own 
reſolutions, but religiouſly avoid even the 
appearance of temptation. Do not let the 
conſideration, that you are now in ſome 
meaſure your own miſtreſs, throw you off 
your guard; but conſider it rather as a 
dangerous acquiſition to one of your age, 
ſince your father, old as he is, has frequent 
occaſions to take the advice of others in 
matters of much concern ; and how much 


more muſt you have occaſion for that ad- 
vice, which your father will always be ready 


to give you, with candour and te 

if you be not above aſking for it ! | 
Attend divine ſervice on Sundays as 

often as the nature of your connections will 

admit, and do not neglect the peruſal of 


6 2 
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the ſacred - writings. - By theſe means you 
will . good Chriſtian, 
and you will thereby find yourſelf ſtrength- 
_ in the love of e . | 
punctually h to every truſt re- 
* in you; for the deficiency of even 
ut a ſbilling, or a ſhilliag's worth, is as 
fatal to a perſon's character as if the de- 
ficiency were for the largeſt ſum. A cha- 
racter once tainted is for ever ruined ; but 
this is an admonition, I believe, I have 
now little need to give you. 

At all times punctually ſpeak the truth, 
and do not endeavour to hide a fault by 
the uſe of a lie. At your age, allowances 
muſt be made for _ errors, and ſuch 

need not be afraid of confeſſing, when 
— happen undeſignedly to commit them; 
— the perſon, who is once detected in a 
lie, is never more to be believed. As I 
truſt you have high notions of honour, let 
me ardently entreat you not to forfeit any 
part of that honour by the uſe of a lie, 
which s only to little, mean, and nar- 
row ſouls. The vice of lying is caught by 
2 like moſt other vices. A triflin 
falſity is at fiuſt thought nothing of, an 
then by degrees the mind becomes hardened 
inſt an adherence to truth, and the 
uttering of the groſſeſt falſehoods becomes 


familiar 


. 
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familiar in the end. My dear girl, eau- 
tiouſ] 2 moſt trifting 
oc if to preſerve your 
— r FER 

Be affable and civil to every one, how- 
ever low their ftations in life may be, 
and never look with contempt on any one, 
merely becauſe they may not dreſs 
as yourſelf. Pride is a contemptible thing, 
when it leads us to deſpiſe others only be- 
cauſe they may not have been ſo fortuuate 
in the world as ourſelves. The day WII 
come, when the queen and the beggar will 
de on a level. 

In the commerce of this world you will 
meet with variety of tempers, and ſome of 
them no ways pleaſing to you; but jf your 
fortune or hopes, or your preſent ' bread, 
depends upon them, give them their way, 
and do not —_—_ with your ſuperiors 
about trifles, ſince many a good friend has. 
been loſt by ſervants endeavouring to be 
wiſer than their maſters, miſt: eſles, or ſu- 
perior connections. A wiſe ſervant will 
always endeavour to diſcover the bent and 
inelinatious of thoſe they ſerve ; and, when 
they have once diſcovered them, it will be 
no difficult matter to give ſatisfaction. The 
ſervant, who obſerves this rule, will fre- 


og N — thoſe Pom. 
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ſerve, ſince ſervants have often only two 
or three perſons to pleaſe, while thoſe they 
ſerve may be obliged to ſtudy the diſpoſi- 
tions and tempers of an hundred. 
 - Carefully avoid all party contentions 
ſervants. Do what can to 
make up differences, but never t them. 
Do not ſee thoſe injured whom you ſerve, 
without acquainting them therewith ; but 
avoid being the bearer of little idle tittle- 
tattle tales. Keep your own counſel, and 
truſt no one with your boſom ſecrets but 
your father or your brother. 

All this advice, however, will be but of 
little effect, unleſs you keep yourſelf ſtrictly 
virtuous. It is from a ſtrict adherence to 
virtue that all your future hopes muſt flow ; 
but. ſhould you, in an unguarded moment, 
| from the rigid rules of virtue, you 

will then be ruined, loſt, and undone for 
ever, . when your relations, friends, and 
even acquaintances, will forſake you and 
ſhun you. But God grant that ſuch may 
never be the caſe of my motherleſs girl ! 

A few hints may not be improper to 
guard you againſt the ſnares and tempta- 
tions, which deſigning men throw. in the 
bs * of young and unexperienced girls. 

(lever accompany any man fingly, to 


walk with him in the fields, _ 


* 


with ſo many unhappy gitls. 


"an 
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him in a coach, or to go to any of the 

ublic places of amuſement; for I have 

eard ſome aſſaſſins of female virtue de- 
clare, that, if they could once perſuade any 
incautious girl to keep them from 
home, they never failed of at Aaccom- 
pliſhing their baſe deſigns. Girls too eaſily 
perſi themſelves, Gat every fel- 
low who dangles after them, fawns over 
them, and flatters them, wiſhes to make 
wives of them; but no miſtake can be 
more fatal to their reputation and charac- 
ter; for there are an infinite number of 
thole coxcombs, who endeavour to capti- 
vate the hearts of girls, only that they may 
tave an opportunity of — iu com- 

8. 


pany how great are their conquel 


hen a young man of fortune expreſſes 

his love to 2 girl, who has no fortyne but 
her virtue and accompliſhments, great in- 
deed ſhould be her caution. She will be 
too apt to perſuade herſelf, that this is the 
opportunity for her to ſettle herſelf happiYy'3 
and it is a great chance, indeed, if this 
conſideration does not throw her of her 
ard, and induce her to conſider that as 
5 which may be found to be only a 
ſnare for her ruin. It is this fatal m.(- 
take, which has filled our public ſtreets 


When 


W P 
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When a y irl ſees her pretended 
lover Sud 1 at languiſhing looks 
.at her, when he is continually reminding 
ber of her beauty, but complaining of the 
ſeverity ,of her the may then be 
aſſured that nathing bonourable is intended, 
and that the. facritice of virtue is the only 
object of his attention, which nothing but 
her own prudence can prevent. | 
Real and fincere love is modeſt and 
timid, and every young woman may lay 
down this as a certain rule, that no man, 
who really wiſhes to make a wife of them, 
will ever attempt to take the leaſt inde- 


cent liberties with them, nor aſk for an im- 


proper favour under promiſe of marriage at 
a more convenient time. The moment 
a man attempts * thing of this kind, the 
prudent girl will inſtantly fly from him, and 
ever after ſhun him as ſhe would plague, 
peſtilence, and famine. © 


ſider how. important and how difficult the 
proper choicg of a huſband is, we ſhould 
not hear the complaints of ſo many unhappy 
couples. But the misfortune is, they marry 
firſt, and think it will be time enough to 
conuder afterwards : and hence it is, 

ſo many compll in all the reſt of their lives, 
and look back with regret and hoon th 


Were young women properly to con- 


— 
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that day, in which they quitted ſervice to 
embark in a ſtate of married ſlavery. 

The married ſtate, though by ſome com- 
pared to the bed of roſes, yet it is not al- 
ways the couch of unmingled delight, fince 
thorns and briars twine around it. Let a 
| young woman look about her among her 
married female acquaintances, arid ſhe will 
ſoon ſee enough to convince her, how 
dangerous it is for her peace and happineſs 
to become a wife too haſtily and too early 
in life. What is the general converſation 
among moſt married women, but the cares, 
pains, and anxieties, Me in that ſtate ? 
And what little enjoyment can a woman 
have, who is perpetually involved in the 


cares of her family, the cries of her 


little children around her ? "4 
I mention not theſe matters with a view 
to ſet you againſt all thoughts of matri- 
mony ; I only wiſh to caution you againſt 
_— into that ſtate till you ſhall have 
reached a mature age of ſtrength and pru- 
dence, and till ſome experience in the world 
ſhall have ripened your Jutement, and 

given you fortitude And Wie 2 
There is another and a very important 
conſideration, which ought to be conftantly 
uppermoſt in your mind before you venture 
to take a huſband. Aſk yourſelf theſe plain 
| | EI queſtions : 
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ueſtions: How are we to live after we 
be married? As I have no fortune 
myſelf, will my huſband's income ſupport 
us, ſuitably at leaſt to my preſent condition, 
and will he be able to take care of me in 
ſickneſs, and enable me to bring up our 
children im a decent manner ? If your heart 
tells you, that his circumſtances cannot 
probably do all this, even when aſſiſted by 
your own endeavours, then be aſſured that 
marriage will make you completely miſer- 
able ; for, however tenderly you may love 
each other, if want of any kind ſtare you 
in the face, there will be no means what- 
ever of retaining happineſs in your houſe, 
and terrible indeed 1s that fituation which 
affords no hope but in death. Such muſt 
be the ſituation of the generality of thoſe 
Fo embark inconſiderately in the married 
te. 

Thus, my dear girl, have I finiſhed the 
few hints I thought it neceſſary to give you 
on your firſt launching into the dangerous 
commerce of the world. I could have faid 
a thouſand things more to you ; but I am 
ſenſible how irkfome 


W 
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POR 
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thing I have left unſaid ; but, if theſe are 
diſregarded by you, it would be to no pur- 
poſe had I given you a thouſand more. 
I ſhall conclude with admoniſhing 

to remember how unexperienced a girl 4 
your age muſt be, and how much you ſtand 
in need of the advice of, a father. Let 
prudence be your guide, and let it be the 
ſtudy. of your life by day, and on your pil- 
low by night, never to deviate a ſtep from 
the tharay path of virtue. Let me but live 
to ſee you confirmed in theſe maxims, and 
I hall chen chearfully reſign my breath to 
him who gave it me, in pleaſing hope 
that you will live an amiable and valuable 
woman long after I ſhall be laid in my 
peaceſul grave, and mouldered into duſt, 


Your affectionate father, 
R. J. 


—ytv — — 
1 — —— — 


| Letter from an elder Brother to a younger one, 


who was extravagant. 
Dear Sam, 


THAT your misfortunes are to 
me matter of a very ſerious nature, you 
| ; 


* . 
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0 . 1 7 my | 
: brother, conſequen r mis- 
fortunes muſt affect me nearly Ns if they | 
my own ; but there is this difference | 
what I feel for you and for myſelf, I am 
every misfortune I have met with 
has been occaſioned by unavoidable acci- | 
dents. This conſideration has ſupported | 
me under the many. aMiQtions I have myſelf 
endured ; but for thoſe I have ſhared with 
RE Set om the ſatneallefrations. 
hile our father lived, he was your con- 
ſtant and unwearied fi even - after 
r  patrimony was red away. | 
ile our mother remained, ſhe was every 
week aſſiſting your neceffitics, but what | 
might more properly be called your levities \ 
or extravagancies. She is now, by the 
Divine Will, taken from us both; her 
jointure, as well as the eſtate my father 
independently left, has devolved upon me. 
J Of theſe beth nature and Providence re- 
. , quire I ſhould make the beſt uſe; and to 
rve you, I readily confeſs, is my 
care. But, my dear brother, how is this 
to be done? generous and bountiful 
_ affiſtance of our parents procured you no 
ſubſtantial ; what then am I to do to 
ſereen want and miſery? That 
you are not already happy, is not owing 
| | = 
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to the backwardneſs of your friends to 
ſerve you, but, allow me to ſpeak plainly, © 
to your own indiſcretion. Your own for- 
tune did not maintain you three years. 
Were I able to give you as much more, 
what reaſon have you given me to ſuppoſe 
will be a better œconomiſt than you 
ve been ? My whole fats, bee me tell 
you, brother, at your rate expence, 
would ſcarcely * for ſeven years; 
and, think as you will, I muſt believe it 
my duty to leave enough to ſupport my 
ing, with prudent conduct, to the 
end of time. If I ſend you, as you deſire, 
fifty guineas, what will that ſum pro- 
cure you ? It will but ſerve to lengthen 
your credit, and make you run. deeper into 
debt. I have aſſiſted you before; and has 
not this always been the caſe ? Have not 
people given you credit, becauſe they think 
will ſupport you? It is time then, my 
dear brother, to hold my hands Vet be 
aſſured, that when I ſhall be convinced you 
have thoroughly abandoned your preſent 
courſes, you ſhall find in me 


A truly affectionate brother, 


Letter 
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Letter from 4 Country Chapman, begin: 
| 2 Bufingſs, te a City Trader. * 
Sir, 5 By 
HAVING finiſhed my apprentice- 
ſhip with Mr, Johnſon in this town, I am 
now going to begin for. myſelf in Cheſter- 
field, having taken 'a ſhop there for that 
purpoſe. I know the ſatisfaction you al- 
ways gave to my maſter in your dealings, I 
therefore make an offer to you of my cor- 
teſpondence, in expectation that you will 
uſe me as well as you have him, in what- 
ever I may write to you for. This I the 
rather expect, as you cannot 3 Mr. 
ohnſon by it, becauſe of the diftance I 
* from him; and I ſhall endeavour 
to give equal content with regard to 
my payments Kc. Your ſpeedy anſwer, 
er of not you are diſpoſed to accept 
of my offer, will oblige | 


Your humble ſervant. 


* 


Letter 
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| Letter in Anſwer to the preceding. 
Sir, * 


YOUR letter has come fafe to 


footing with Mr. Johnſon, nc 
doubting that you will be as punctual in 
returns as he is, which entitles him to - 
a more favourable uſage than could other- 
wiſe be afforded. I with you ſucceſs with 
all my heart; nor can I much doubt of it, 
from the ſituation you have choſen, provided 
you do but prudeutly improve it. I am 


Your obliged ſervant, 


Letter to a Country Dealer, requeſting a Settle-- 
ment on their Affairs. G 


Sir, 
PRIVATE exigencies oblige me 

to beg the favour of you to balance the ac- 
| count 
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ied to you, bw 2 ſo well how 
occaſions any other 


Later in Anſwer to the preceding. 


Sir, 


IT is with great pleaſure I have it 
. one hun- 
pounds on account between us, which 
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gin a new debt, but which 1 hope to be 
more punctual in diſcharging, than I have 
been in the laſt, I am, very fincerely, 


Yaur friend and fervant. 


a fill... Ai. A. 4 


An angry and Letter from a City 


Bealer ta bus rr . 
Mr. Pote, 
I CANNOT but lament, that your 
il-uſage ſhould compel — — — to you 


in the maſt — 
think it * * on 6 fs K 
the manner act by me? You know 
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own gratitude; for ſurely uſage ſhould 
be entitled to a ſimilar 2 know 
how to allow for diſappointments as well 
as any man; but can a man be diſappoint- 
ed for ever? Trade is fo dependent a thing, 
you know, that it cannot be carried on 
without mutual punctuality. Does not the 
merchant _— it from me, for thoſe very 
goods I ſend you? And can I make a re- 
turn to him, without receiving it from you ? 
What end can it anſwer to give you two 
years credit, and then be at an uncertginty, 
for goods which I ſell at a ſmall profit, and 
have not ſix months credit for myſelf ? 
Indeed, Sir, this will never do. I muſt be 


and what then 
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man, adviſing him to 
— 


THE particilar eftcem I have j 
Nene for ou a6 e or pou yn 
ſake, as for your" late father arid mother 


= DO 


of mine. This g 

; . bead 

dulgi Mall every evening, | 
vern- ſociety or club, which the promotion 
of buſineſ, as is uſually the caſe, * 
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firſt pretence for, he looked upon thoſe 

ements as the conſequence 
of the approach of night; and drove on 
his buſineſs . 0 in the day, 
that he might ehither” the earli- 


echver the  fatigues he had "undergone, 
and all his able alk mh, po. heavy 


his 'bufinefs lay upon him, and a, 293 
he Wet "fo t. The hearty meal, X 
— * indulged himſelf? at table, made 

very dag reeable to him the reſt. 
of 9 ſo that all chat could 
be deferred was put off all the next 
morning, and longed-for evening approach- 
ing, he flies to his uſual ſolace, empties 
his bottle by en, comes home, gets 
to bed, and is inviſible till next morning at 


nine, agd ben rifing, er Py oe 
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— 4 in a ſtate of 2 | * 
being obliged to quit a buſineſs he had 
* with fo little prudence, his friends 

a charitable foundation, 
Shich aff him ſubſiſtence for himſelf; 
his children were diſperſed ſome one way, 
and ſome another, into low ſcenes of life; 
and his wife went home to her friends, 
to be ſnubbed at and reflected on by her 
own family, for faults not her own. This 
example will afford ſeveral uſeful hints to. 
a young tradeſman, which are too obvi- 
ous to require an explanation. I dare 
lay, oe JE pus prudence will keep you from the 

ult, 


om pt never will have reaſon to 
— you this ſcore ; but yet, as I 


always found you in a hurry, when 1 called 
upon 


"tavern to his ſhop, and his hi 
know you will take in good 
have written, becauſe you are 
much I am, 
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© Letter in Anfiver to the preceding. 


Dear Sir, | 
Neale 


Dr 


- F 
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in particular to that of you and 83; 
17 Sic, ee 
more than 1 am, | 


Your obliged humble ſervant. 


— 


Letter to a Friend, on his neglecting to anſwer 
his Letter. 


Dear Sir, 


YOUR remaining ſo long 
in your expected + omg 
gives me great alarms r 
health and welfare. I beg you, Sir, to 
renew to me the pleaſure you uſed to give 
me in your correſpondence, for I have 
written three letters to you before thus, 
to which I have had no anſwer, and am 
not conſcious of having any way diſobliged 
you. If I have, I will moſt willingly aſk 

our pardon ; for nobody can be more than 


am, . 
Your faithful friend and ſervant. 


F Letter 


146 Newbery's Familiar Letter IWriter, 


Letter in Anſwer to the preceding. 


Dear Sir, 


YOU neither have nor can diſ- 
oblige me; but I have greatly — 
myſelf in my own great remiſsneſs, I 
cankot account for it as I ought. To 
ſay I had buſineſs one time, compan 
another, was diſtant from home a thi 
will be but poor excuſes for not anſwer- 
ing one of your kind letters in four 
long months. I therefore ingenuouſly take 
ſhame to myſelf, and promiſe future amend- 
ment, and that nothing ſhall ever, while 
I am able to hold a pen, make me guil 


of a like neglect to a friend I love ſo well, 


and have ſo much reaſon to love. For- 


give me then, my good, my kind, my ge- 
nerous friend, and believe me ever * 
| Os 


. 


Your moſt obliged humble ſervant. 
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Letter from a Father to his Son, adviſing him 
to be more careful in his Affairs. 
- Dear Billy. 

IT is impoſſible for you to conceive 
the great concern your careleſineſs and 
indifferent management of your affairs 
give me. Neglect is inexcuſable in all 
men, but in none ſo much as in a man 
of buſineſs, the ſoul of which is induſtry, 
diligence, and err Let me beg 
of you to ſhake off the idle habits you have 
contracted, quit unprofitable company, and 
unſeaſonable recreations, and apply to your 
counting-houſe with diligence. It may 
not be yet too late to retrieve your af» 
fairs. pet therefore your gains, and 
caſt up what proportion they bear to your 
expences; and then ſee which of the latter 
you can, and which you cannot contract. 
Conſider, that when once a man ſuffers 
himſelf to go backwards in the world, it 
muſt be an uncommon ſpirit of induſtry ' 
to retrieve him, and again put him for- 
ward. Reflect, I beſeech you, before it be 
too late, upon the inconveniences which 
an impoveriſhed trader is put to for the 


. 
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remainder of his life, and which ny 
happen to be the prime part of it; 


indignities he is like to ſuffer from * 4 


whole money. he has unthinkingly ſquan- 
dered; the contempt he will meet with 
from all, not excepting the idle cempa- 
nions of his folly; the injuſtice he does 
his family, in depriving his children, not 
only of the power of raiſin themſelves, 
but of living tolerably; nd how, on the 
contrary, from being born to a creditable 
expectation, he finks them into the loweſt 
claſs of mankind, and expoſes them to the 
moſt dangerous temptations. W hat has not 


ſuch a father to anſwer for! and all this. 


for the ſake of indulging himſelf in an 
le, a careleſs, a thoughtleſs habit, that 
cannot afford the leaſt ſatisfaction beyond 
the preſent hour, if even in that, and 
which muſt be attended with deep re- 
morſe, when the hour of reflection ſhall 
arrive. Think feriouſly of thefe things, 
and in time reſolve on ſuch a courſe as 
* bring credit to yourſelf, . to 
all you deal with, peace and pleaſure to 
own mind, comfort to your family, 


and which will give, at the ſame time, the - 


higheſt ſatisfaction to 
| Ygur tender and affectionate father. 
Wy Letter 


7 
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Letter in Auſturr to the preceding. 
Dear Sir, 

MY ſincereſt thanks are due te 
you, for your ſeaſonable reproof and ad- 
vice. I have indeed too much indulged 
myſelf in an idle careleſs habit, and 
already begun to feel the evil conſequences 
of it, when I received your letter, in the 
infults of a creditor or two, from whom 
expected kinder treatment. I muſt con- 
fefs they wanted nothing more than their 
own; fo I could only blame myſelf, who 
had brought their rough uſage upon me. 
Your letter came fo ſcaſonably upon this, 
that I hope it will not fail of the deſired 
effect; and as, I think God, it is not 
too late, I am reſolved to take-ano 
courſe with myſelf and my affairs, that 1 
may avoid the ill conſequences, of whith 
you fo judiciouſly forewarn me, and give 
to my family friends the pleaſure 2 
ſo well deſerve at my hands; and particu- 
rly that ſatisfaction to ſo good a father, 
which is owing to him by ü 5 


His moſt abedient and dutiful ſon. 
I Letter 


12 
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Mr. 8 


PARDON N_ te fredom 1am 
> now taking, of re 
un your behaviour to your , and 1 
hope you will receive le from me with | 
the fame will that I mean it. His 
former 1 n 
returns on your although it 
9 r 
his affection * you is alienated. There 
may be ſomething of petulancy in him, 
which you ought to bear with; for one 
TO you may be convinced by 


A ai itſelf has its inſuper- 

. Foun the E * 
one, and more partic 

ues of every on to live a long li 
themſelves, and {till more particularly of 
2 fon, whoſe high paſſions, perhaps, re- 
quire at leaſt as much allowance. He 
may be petulant, but are not you fiery 
12 I would wiſh to know, 
whether you _ to bear with him, or 


he 'with you. It is a ve groundleſs 
you ſurmiſe, 


— 


—— 
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ſurmiſe to think his affections are alienated 
from you; for a father muſt love his ſon, 


he cannot help it. Is it creditable, even 
to yourſelf, on cool reflection, that the 


ſame good man, who uſed to | be delighted 


with your childiſh vanities and follies, (for 
we have all had them, more or leſs) and 


even indulged, and cheriſhed thoſe 
youthful as might be called 


betas ſeeds of thoſe paſſions, which now, 


— up, K him ſo much un- 


and, th are far from being one 
4. . 1 0 ſons we have ſeen in 
ought not to be ſo 
— - as to believe you are 
ueſs. Examine your own con- 
hey 4 although you ſhould not be able 
to charge your intention with any blame, 
yet you may leave your behaviour to be 
Judged by others; and it will, perh 

given againſt you, that ſome 
ſame 7 ſome inattention, if not 


tap cutting for a father's care 
B ſupport, has der jg you. 


Thea 412 a grievous thing it 
F 4 muſt 
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muſt be to him to reflect, that this be- 
haviour of your's may be but the gradual 
conſequence of his former indulgence tv 
du; and that he is deſervedly puniched, 
Ir hot rooting up in Your childiſh days, 
theſe weeds which now fpread to his un- 
tafineſs. Let me tell you, Sir, it ought 
to be a more fad reflection to a conſi- 
detate ung gentleman, that he is to be 
the inſtrument to puniſh his fond father's 
faulty indulgence to him. I have been 
— obſerver of the diſpenſations of 
rovidence in this reſpect, and have al- 
ways ſeen the fin of undutifulneſs to pa- 
rents, puniſhed in the ſame kind, more 
than aty other fin. You will ſay, that 
ur behaviour to your father is not, you 
Los, of ſuch an atrocious nature, bf 
be attended with ſuch terrible conſequ ; 
ind you wil) perhaps add, that you do 
not wilh for a better behaviour from your 
ſon, than you ſhew to your father. But, 
if this de not partiality to yourſelf, pray 
eonhider, that while your father takes 
preſent conduct in fo ill part, and 
du uſe ſo little circumſpection to avoid 
ivitg him difguſt, and have ſo little com- 
Plaiſance as not to ſet him right, the 
thing is full as tormenting to him from 
the appearance, as if it were real; nay, 
it 


* 


n I 
* * * "Ts 
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it is real to hin, if be believes ſo. He 
thinks, and let me tell you he thinks 
ov eps er much 
deference to his will and pleaſure now, 
r 
even in thoſe thi that now perhaps you 
als. i calied 35 Glkr to torn ſevereſt 
upon him. Fe but 
it was with very little . in- 


deed with an air as cenſurable as the _ 


words, that told him, in my hearing, 
ö what he would have 
that he' expected to more ac- 
countable at this age of than when you were 
a child, &. Pray, Sir, does your being 
of age leſſen your — your father? 
Are not his cares allowably 
doubled? And _—_— not now to ex- 
from enſe more ma- 
— underfiandi ng, (improved, as it is to 
be hoped, by the ucation he has at a 
great expence given you) greater proofs 
of your duty? He may forget, perhaps, 
_ he was at your age, as you irreve- 
_ told him ; but how much more lau- 
would it be, for at your's, to 
—— into what you naturally 
_ 3 * In the 
and at the A gene- 
rous mind f 0 do ” a dur, © — it were 
not 
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not to neet with ſuitable rewards or re- 
turns; for even ſhould your father not do 
his by you, you are not abſolved of your's 
to him: much leſs ſhould the nataral, 
ys conſequential infirmities of age, diſ- 
folve the duties of a fon to an indulgent 
parent. Be convince], my dear Sir, of 
your wrong conduct, and do not think 
it beneath the high ſpirit of a brave young 
gentleman, to ſubmit to the will of his 
fr By your dutifulneſs and circum- 

on you may, in all probability, add 
to the number, as well as the comfort” 
of his days, to whom you owe your be- 
[ What a woe does that young man 
bring upon himſelf, who rebs his aged 
arent in both reſpeAs! It is the duty of 
all children to think upon this timely, and 
with awe. On how many occaſions has 
he heretofore rejoiced to me, on even the 
fmalleſt openings and dawnings of your 
mind and genius! How has he extenu- 
ated your failings, connived at your faults. 
and extolled and brought forward into 
ſtrong light, even the remoteſt appear- 
ance of virtue in you! Such were 
always, and ſuch, notwithſtanding the 
mtermixtures of age and infirmity, and 
even of your contmued flights and impa- 
| | tience, 
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tience, always will „be, the inſtances of 
his paternal affection for you. I will veu- 
ture to ſay, that even this petulance, as 
you think it, is a demonſtration of his 
regard for yoy, however diſagreeable it 
may be to you, ſince he loves you too 

| to be inſenſible to thoſe parts of 
| behaviour, which he thinks are ow- 
ing to ſlight or ligence. I have ex- 
Fr — — 15 intended when I 
began, and would rather leave to your na- 
tural good ſenſe, and cooler reflection, 
what I have alrcady urged, than tire you 
too much with what might be ſtill tur- 
ther added on this occation. But the 
aſfection and friendſhip I have for all your 
family, and the long intimacy I have had 
with your good father, (Who, however, 
knows nothing of my 3 and the 
evil conſequences that may follow a wider 
breach between you, will anſwer for my 
intention in thus troubling you at preſent. 


I remain 
Your ſincere friend and well- wilher. 


F. 6 Letter 
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Letter of — 8 F, riend impriſoned 


Dear Sir, > 


THERE are few things that 


could give me more real concern and 
uneaſineſs, than to hear, that the ſeverity 
af your creditors has laid you under con- 
finement. One comfort, however, reſults 
from it, that the utmoſt ftretch of their 
revenge cannot carry them further; and 
that, when a man has got to the under- 
moſt part of fortune's wheel, he may riſe, 


but cannot fink lower. You know the 


worſt, and have nothing to do, but to 
ſupport your misfortune with that true 
magnanimity which becomes a noble mind. 
Long, very long, you have looked for- 
ward, with ſuch anxiety and pain, to the 
hard lot that has now befallen you, that 
it is impoſſible the bearing of it can be 
equal to the apprehenſions you had of it. 
You fee all around you, too many un- 
happy objects reduced to the ſame diſ- 
treſs; and you ſee them either extricati 
themſelves from their difficulties, as 
hope you ſoon will; or learning to bear 
them with a true chriſtian —_— 


__—_ RB, Mt aa 4 Nas acud an -—_ 


* i... 


Newbery's Familiar Letter Mriter. 157 


Well does the Wiſe Man obſerve, that 
©« the race is not to the ſwift, nor the 
battle to the ſtrong, nor riches to a 
man of underſtanding.” It will yield 
you ſome conſolation, when you reflect, 
that this life is but a ſtate of probatien z 
and he that meets with misfortunes here, 
may, by a proper uſe of them, and by 
God's grace, be intitled to a bleſſed hope; 
whereas a proſperous ſtate may make a 
man forgetful of his dut”, and ſo meet 
no other good but what de finds in this 
tranſitory life. Remember, my friend, 
that the ſchool of affliction is the ſchool! 
of wiſdom. I think myſelf, however, not 
a little unhappy, that my circumſtances 
will not permit me to affiſt you on this 
grievous occaſion, in the way a friend 
would chooſe to do if he were able; but 

if, by my perſonal attendance on any of 
| r creditors or friends, I can do you 
pleaſure or ſervice, I beg you to com- 
mand me; for, in whatever is in my 
power, I am, and ever ſhall be, 


Your faithful friend and ſervant. 


F - 


Let, 
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Letter in Anfwer to the preceding. * 
Kind Sir, 


THE old Engliſh proverb, A 
friend in need, is a friend indeed,” is 
verified in your generous conduct to- 
wards" me. You have filled me with 
tuch unſpeakable comfort to find that I 
am not abandoned by all my old ac- 
uaintance, that, in a great meaſure, your 
— nable kindneſs will enable me to pur- 
ſue the advice you give me. It is too 
late to look back now on the ſteps that 
have brought me to this abject condition. 
No doubt, were I to live my life over again, 
1 could do much better for myſelf than 
I have done, and ſhould hardly run into 
ſome of thoſe failings that have helped to 
bring ſuch heavy misfortunes upon me. 
My comfort is, 3 er, that I ever had 
an honeſt intention, and never was a fot 
or ſpendthrift ; but yet, who knows, if 1 
had NG ſome miſtakes, that I might 
not hive fallen into as bad another way ? 
So I muſt ſubmit to the diſpenſation, 
and pray to God, in his own good time, 
to deliver me from it. What is moſt 
grievous to me in this matter is, my 


poor 


* 


4 
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poor wife and children, who have de- 
ſerved a happicr fate, had it been in my 
power to have done better for them, than 
now I am ever likely to do. As to your 
kind offer, my dear friend, I will beg to 
ſee you as often as may not be detri- 
mental to your own affairs. I care not 


how ſeldom I ſee my dear wife. Neither 


her heart nor mine can bear the grief 
that oppreſics us, when we think of our 
happier days and proſpects, and ſee them 
all concluded within theſe bolts and bars, 
and lattices, ſo that we fink one another 
ſtill lower every doleful viſit the dear, good 
woman makes me. Your vilits, my 


friend, will be of ſingular uſe and com- 


fort to me, as your preſence and kind 
advice will be to her, as often as you 
can, to fave us both the mortification of 
ſceing one another, ſo often as my affairs 
will otherwiſe require her to come to 
this diſmal .place, for I cannot open m 

mind to any body but you and her, 1 
will alſo get you to go to Mr. Maſon, 
who is my 1 and one or 
two more. I will hereafter tell you about 


what; but I am afraid of being too 
troubleſome to you. You are Jo kind as 
ts offer your ſervice in this way, and I 
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am reduced to the ſad neceſſity of png 
myſelf upon you, without the leaſt hope of 
having it in my power to convince you, as 
| with 66 oe, ow much I am, | 


Your grateful, though unhappy ſervant. 


* 


— 


* * * ” 


| Letter from an elder to a younger Brother, can- 
cerning a Matter of Love. 
Dear William, ; 
_ INES intereſt is more the Fon 
J my thoughts than you perhaps 
| — Though you are — than 
I, yet my duty requires my care for your 
ood, and particularly in a point that may 
ſo material to your whole life, as is that 
of love. Beauty has as great an influence 
over my ſenſes, as it can over yours, TI 
am near thirty years of age, you are not 
more than 12 Vour paſſions are 
.Frong ; mine, brother, are far from ſubſid- 
ing, and I admire, I love, with as much 
force of nature as you can do. My reaſon 
* to be ſtronger, and it is if . 
paſſion is not fo likewiſe. Miſs Hear 
* amiable 


{ 


# <6 
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amiable on many accounts - her features 
are regular, her wit ſprightly, her deport- 
ment gentecl, and her voice, I had almoſt 
faid, ravithing, Her dreſs is eaſy and un- 
atfected, and her manner of converſation 
has a treedom that captivates more hearts 
than yours ; yet I greatly fear with all theſe 
endowments, ſhe will not make the wife 
you vught to wiſh for. Her airy flights 
and gay behaviour are plealing as a partner 
in converſation ; but will they be equally 
agtecable in a partner for life? What now 
charms you, charms alſo others. You are 
now content with thinking yourſelf one 
| among many that admire her, and are ad- 
mitted to {hare the brilliancy of her con- 
; veriatioa ; but will a ſhare of her wit and 
humour, her freedom and gaiety, pleaſe 
hereafter as a wife? Though ſhe is de- 
lightful in company, are you ſatisfied ſhe 
will be as agreeable when alose with you, 
or when fhe has not an opportunity of 
ſne wing away in company what you per- 
haps may not approve? She now ſees no- 
body but whom ſhe chooſes to ſee; if ſhe 
» ſhould be a wife, it is more than probable 
ſhe may diſlike reſtraints; and can you 
approve of a diffuſe converſation in one you 
deſire to yourſelf ? Think not, brother, 
that I have any intereſted motive for this 
9: advice, © 


2 
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advice; for I aſſure you I have not. I am 
not your rival, nor the lady you ſeem 
too fond of, All 1 bn (for 1 ſay no- 
thing, at preſent, with regard to your own 
youth, which ought nat, however, to be 
wholly forgotten, as very few prudent 
matches are made by young gentlemen at 
your age) is, to caution, you againſt think- 
ing of a gentlewoman who may, and I am 
willing to believe will, be a ſuitable com- 
panion to a gentleman, whoſe ſtation and 
choice lead him into much company and 
y life 3 but to men whaſe circumſtances, 
if not their inclinations, require a more 
retired way of life, it is obvious, a woman, 
whoſe talents lic principally in converfation, 
can never, for Hae reaſon only, juſtify a 
young gentleman for chooiing her for a 
wife. I hope this will come time enough 
0 put you upon guarding againſt the in- 
eon venſences that threaten the indulgence 
of your "preſent paſſion. Shut not your 
ears to reaſon, forget not yourſelf, and be 
ſure to remember, that the pleafure of an 
hour or two, and of twenty, thirty, or forty 
years, or 2 whole life, mult ariſe from "Y 
a, Ferent ſources. 1 am, dear brother, 


—ͤ— 


Vour's moſt s y. 
Letter 


6—— — 


influence, if I may approve myielf to you 


. ly hope, to your ſatis faction, and take my 
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Letter a young Tradeſman to a Gentleman, 
defiring Permiſſun to viſit bis Daughter. 


Sir, 

I FLATTER * that the in- 
tegrity of my intention will excuſe the free - 
dom of theſe few lines, whereby I am ta 
acquaint you of the great regard and eſteem 
I have for your daughter. I would not, 
Sir, attempt any indirect addreſs, that 
ſhould have the leaſt appearance of incon- 
ſiſteney with her duty to you, and my 
honourable views to her, chooling, by your 


worthy of that honour, to commend my- 
ſelf to her approbation. You are not in- 
ſenſible, Sir, by the credit I have hitherta 
preſerved in the world, of my ability, by 
God's bleſſing, to make her happy. This 
the rather emboldens me to requeſt the fa- 
vour of an evening's converſation with 
you, at your frit convenience, when 1 
will more fully explain myſelf, as I earneſt- 


encouragement or diſcouragement from 
your own mouth, I am, Sir, in the mean 
time, with great reſpect and eſteem, 


Your moſt obedient humble ſervant. 
Letter 
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Letter from the ſame to the young Lady, by 
Permian of ber Father. 


_ Miſs, 
I HOPE I ſhall ſtand excuſed in 


venturing to make known to your honwured 
father, the great deſire I have to be thought 
worthy of a relation to him by your means. 
As he has not diſcouraged me in the hopes 
I have entertained, that 1 may potiibly be 
not unacceptable to him, and to all your 
worthy family, I propoſe to do myſeu the 
honour of a viſit to you next Monday. 
Though he has been ſo good as to promiſe 
to introduce me, and I make no doubt has 
acquainted you with it, I nevertheleſs give 
you the trouble of theſe lines, that I might 
not appear wanting in any outward demon- 
tration of that inyiolable reſpect, with 
which I am, dear Miſs, 


Your moſt devoted humble ſervant, 


Leiter 
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Letter from a young Lady in the Country to her 
Father, acquainting him with an Offer mads 
to her of Marriage. 


Manchefter, I, 
Honoured Father, irs 


© 2 CONSIDER it as my duty to ac- 
quainggou, that a gentleman of this town, 
wiki name is Lovewell, and by buſineſs a 
| r, has made ſome overtures to 
my couſin Arnold, in the way of courtſhip 
to me. My couſin has brought him once 
or twice into my company, which he could 
not well decline doing, becauſe he has deal. 
ings with him, and has an high opinion of 
him and his circumſtances. 5 has been 
ſet up three has ve buſineſs, 
and lives in _ and Raunen. He is 
about twenty-ſeven years old, and a like] 
man enough. He ſeems not to want ſent; 
nor manners, and is come of a good fa- 
mily, He has broken his mind to me, and 
boaſts how well he can maintain me; but 
] affyre you, Sir, I have given him no en- 
couragement, and told him, that I had no 
thoughts of changing my condition at pre- 
' ſent, and ſhauld never think of it but in 
| obedience to my parents, and I deſired him 
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to talk to me no more on that ſubject. Yet 
he reſolves to perſevere, and pretends ex- 
traordinary affection and eſteem. I would 
not, Sir, by any means, omit to acquaint 
you with the beginning of an affair that 
would be want of duty in me to conceal 
from you, and ſhew a guilt and diſobedience 
unworthy of your kind indulgence. and af- 
fection. Pray give my humble duty to my 

honoured mother, love to m brollc and 
fiſter, and reſpeRs to all friends, I remain, 


Your ever dutiful daughter, 


K— __ — 


1„*2ůͥÿ— — — » — 


Letter in Anſwer to the preceding. 


Dear Polly, 


YOUR letter of the firſt inſtant 
has come ſafe to hand, wherein you ac- 
quaint me of the propoſals made to you, 
| rough your couſin's recommendation, by 
one Mr. Lovewell, 1 hope, as you allure 
me, that you have given no encourages 
ment to him; for I by no means approve 
of him for your huſband, I have enquired 
of one of his townſmen, who knows him 
and his circumſtances very well, and I am 

neither 


- 
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neither pleaſed with them nor his charac- 
ter. I wonder my couſin ſhonld ſo incons 
ſiderately recommend him to you, though 
I doubt not his good intentions. I inſiſt. 


upon it, that you think nothing more of 
this matter, and your mother joins with 
me in the ſame advice. Adieu, my dear 
girl, and believe me 


Vour affectionate father. 


„ * 


— 125 


Anct her Anſwer on the ſame Occaſion. 


Dear Polly, 


I HAVE received your letter of 
the firſt inſtant, relating to the addreſſes of 
Mr. Lovewell. I would adviſe you neither 
to encourage nor diſcourage his ſuit ; for it 
on enquiry into his character and. circum- 
ſtances, I ſhall find that they are anſwerable 
to your couſin's good opinion of them, and 
bis own affurances, I know not but his 
ſuit may be worthy of attention. However, 
my dear girl, conſider that men are deceit- 
ful, and always put the beſt ſide outwards. 
It may poſſibly, on theſtrift enquiry, which 
me nature and importange of the — 
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mands, come out far otherwiſe than it at 
preſent appears. Let me therefore adviſe 
Jou to act in this matter with great pru- 
dence, and that you make not yourſelf too 
cheap; for men are apt to flight what is 
too eaſily obtained. Your coutin will give 
him hope enough while you do not abſo- 
lutely deny him; and, in the mean time, 
he may be told, that you are not at your 
own diſpoſal, but entirely reſolved to abide 
my determination and direction in an 
affair of this great importance. This will 
put him upon applying to me, who, yc 
need ndt * will in this cate, AT ol 
others, ſtudy your good. Your mother 


gives her bleſſing to you, and joins in the 
advice you here receive 


Your moſt afteRionate father. 


mm — —_— _—_ r 8 


Litter from Mr. Lovewell to the young Lady's 
7 Father. 

ONT > BS 

— THOUGH- perſonally unknown 

0 you, 1 take the liberty to declare the 

1 great 


think myſelf entirely unworthy of her fa: 
vour, and of your approbation, if 1 | 
have a thought of influencing her reſolution 
but in obedience to your pleaſure, as 1 
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great value and affection ] have for your 


amiable daughter, whom I have had the 
honour to fee at my friend's houſe. I ſhould 


ſhould, on ſuch a ſuppoſition, offer an in- 


jury likewiſe to that prudence in berſelf, 


which, I flatter myſelf, is not the leaſt of 
her amiable perſections. If I might have 
the honour of your countenance, Sir, on 
this occaſion, I would open myſelf and cir- 
cumſtances to you, in that frank and honeſt 
manner, which ſhould convince you of the 
ſincerity of my aftection for your daughter, 
and at the fame time of the honourable- 
neſs of my intentions. In the mean time 
1 will in general ſay, that I have been ſet 
up in my buſineſs, in the linen-drapery 
way, upwards of three years; that I have 


a very good trade for the time; that I had 


a thouſand pounds to begin with, which I 
have improved to fifteen hundred, as I am 

to make appear to your ſatisfaction ; 
that I am deſcended of a creditable family, 
hare done nothing to ſtain my character, 
and that my trade is ſtill further improve- 
able, as I ſhal}, I hope, enlarge my bottom. 
This, Sir, I thought but honeſt and fair 


to 
by 
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to acquaint you know 
ſomething of a "= age 00 


- countenance, and that of hor 
lady, in an affair that I hope may one 
prove the greateſt happineſs of m 

as it muſt be, if I can be bleſſed wi 

and your daughter's approbation. In 
of which, and the favour of a line, 
the liberty to ſubſcribe myſelf, good 


Your moi obedient humble ſervant. 


_ — — CET — ä 


Letter fram the Couſin to the Father and Mother 
of the young Lady. 


Dear Couſins, 


| THE pleaſure of having Couſin 
Polly fo long with us demands my thanks 
to 4 both. She has entirely captivated a 
friend of mine, Mr, Lovewell, a linen- 
draper of this town, I would have ac- 
quainted you with it myſelf, but I adviſed 
couſin Polly to write to you about it; for 
I would not for the world any thing of 
this fort ſhould be carried on unknown to 
| you, at my houle eſpecially; Mr. Love- 
well has ame his letter to you, and 1 
believe 


- 


as a as oi ad r — 
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believe every tittle of it to be true; and 
really, if you and my coſin approve of 
it, and alſo couſin Polly, I do not know 
where ſhe can do better, I am ſure I ſhould 
think fo, if I had a daughter he could love, 
Thus much I thought myſelf obliged to 
fay, and ſhall — with oY kind love 
to you all, and remain 


Your affectionate Coulin, 


— 0 — 4 ——_ — — — — 


Letter from the Father, in A * 
e 


Sir, 


I AM much obliged to you for the fa- 
your of your letter, as alſo for th . opi- 
nion you expreſs in behalf of my daughter; 
but I think the is yet full young enough to 
alter her condition, and embark in the cares 
of a family, I cannot but ſay, that the ac- 


count you give of yourſelf, and your appli= + | 


cation to me, rather than firſt to try to en- 
gage the affections of my daughter, carry a 

honourable appearance, and ſuch as 
malt be to the advantage of ps 
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As to nni Wir, that is not te 
be fo ek lookea ky as the improvement, 
doubt not but you can make proof of 
what you aſſert on this occaſion. Still I | 
muſt needs fay, that I think, and fo does 
her mother, that it is too early to encumber 
her with the cares of the world. As I am 
ing in ſo important an 
affair without our advice, ſo I would not for 
in a caſe ſo nearly c 
her, and her future welfare, conſtrain her in 
the leaſt. I intend ſhortly to ſend for her 
home, for ſhe has been — abſent from 
us than we intended, and then I ſhall con- 
ſult her inclinations. You will excuſe me 
when I ſay, (for ſhe is my daughter, and a 
very good child) that I ſhall then determine 
_ by that, and by what ſhall appear to 
r moſt for her good. I am, Sir, 


Your Glond and bends fra. 


- 


* * 
— »—·20F „ —_— 


Letter ; © Mr. Lovewell to the yoang Lady, 
2 aſter har Return Home. 


"Dear Miſs, 


* IT is with great pleaſure I heat of 
your ſafe arrival at your father's houſes. of 
which 


wn wid 4 ff 444 rere eee rn oa hn a ail &K 
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which I take the liberty to congratulate 
good parents as —— lf, 1 
will not, Miſs, fill this N the regre 

I had to part with you, becauſe Thare an 
reaſon nor merit, at preſent, to expect that 
you - ſhould be concerned for me on that ac- 
count. However, I am not, Miſe, with. 
out hope, from the ſincery of my affection 
for you, and the honeft * intentions, 
to deſerve, in time, thole re — which 1 
cannot at preſent flatter —. 5 with. As 
your father, in his kind letter to me, 
aſl! me, that he ſhould conſult your 
inclinations, and determine by them, and 
by what ſhould offer moſt for 4 ur good, 
how happy ſhould I be, if I could find my 
humble ſuit not quite "indifferent to your 
dear ſelf, and not rejected by him ! If what 
I have already opened to him, as to * Cir= 
cumſtances, be not unacceptable, I ſhould 
humbly hope to pay you and him a viſit; or, 
if that be too great a favour, till he has 
made further enquiry, that he would be 
pleaſed to give himſelf that trouble, and put 
it in my power, as ſoon as pdſible, to con- 
vince him of the truth of my aſſertions, upon 
which I deſire to ſtand or El i in my hope of 


your favour or his. I think, far different 
from many in the world, that a deception 
in an affair of this weighty nature — 
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Letter from the jou Lady, in Anſwer to 
+» £,0VEWE 


Sir, 


I HAVE ſhewn the letter you fy. 
voured me with to my parents, who, 
happy to find, are no leſs ſatizfied with it 


than myſelf. - Reſerve, which is always diſ- 
agreeable to generous minds, ſeems now 
unneceſſary between us. My father is per- 
tectly fatished with the truth of every thing 
you have advanced, and I ſhall be lent 
to his will. As ſoon as your buſineſs will 
permit of your abſence from home, gi + 


04 _ 8 = 4 
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» be welcomely received by my parents, as 
A well as by 2 EIN 
N | | Your Friend for Life. 

* 

r e e 
4 Loter from a Maid Servant in Town to: ber 
* ather and Mother in the Country. © 
a Dear Father and Mother, 


AS I am ſenſible it is neither my duty 
nor intereſt to conceal any thing from 

L pun; acquaint you, that 1 am aided. 
in order to change my condition, by one 
a = — ks Fer; os lives in the 
| us. He is a young. man, 
of a — and has been ſet uꝑ 
about two years, has good buſineſs for his 
time, and is well ſpoken. of and beloved by 
.every one. My friends here think well of _ 

it, particularly my maſter and miſtreſs ; and 
he fays he doubts not, by. God's blefling on 
his induſtry, to maintain a family very pret- 
ily. I have fairly told him, how little he 
has to expect from me However, I would 
not conclude on any thing till I had ac- 
quainted you with his propoſals, and aſked 
your bleflings and conſent ; for Jam, and 


ever * ; 
Your moſf dutiſul daughter. 


A 


fas. 6c een, 


* 
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Letter from her Parents, in Anſwer to the 
preceding. 
Dear Betſey, 


„OUR dutiful letter has come ſafe 
1 Sur hands. We can only pray to God 
to beſt. and direct you in all your chgage- 
ments, Our diſtance from you muſt make 
us leave every thing to your own diſcretion ; 
and, as you are ſo well ſatisfied in Mr. 
Ward's character, as well as all friends, 
and your tnaſter and miſtreſs, we give you 
our bl and conſent with all our 
hearts ; we are only ferry we can dono mire 
for you. Let us know when it is dane, 
and we will do ſome little matters, as far 
as we are able, towards houſe-keepi 

Our reſpects to Mr. Ward, Poeey bas 
rr 
that God may bleſs you, is all that can 
þe {aid by | 


Your affeQionate father and mother. 


2 


1 


„„ eee ers 


r 
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* Eetter from the fame to her Parents. 
Dear Father and Mother, 


I HAVE the pleaſure. to acquaint 
1, that laſt Saturday I was married to 
Mir. Ward, and am to go home to him in 
a 'fortnight. My maſter and miſtreſs have 
been very kind, and have made me a pre- 
ſent, towards houſe-keeping, of three 2 | 
neas. I had ſaved twenty pounds in ſervice, 
and that is all. I told him the real truth 
of every thing, and indeed I did not intend - 
to matry ſo foen ; but when I received your 
letter, and ſhewed it him, he would nat let 
me reſt till it was done. Pray do not 
ſtraighten yourſelves out of love to me. 
He joins with me in ſaying fo, and bids me 
preſent his duty to you, and tell you, that 
he fears not to maintain me very well. 1 
have no reaſon to doubt of being very 
happy; and your prayers for a bleſſing on 
both our induſtry will, I hope, be a means 
to make us more ſo. We are, and ev 


' thall be, with reſpect to all friends, 


Your moft dutiful ſon and daughter, 


P a o + Wat by 
* * * = * * q by 
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Letter of Advice e Degler in the 
againf? receiving the Addreſſes of @ 8 


Dear Nancy, 


I T is with the deepeſt ſorrow 1 


hear of-your e ing the addreſſes of 
a ſoldier, whether ſerjeant or corporal, I 
know not, who s to quarter next 
doar to your uncle. hat, my dear child, 


can you propoſe by ſuch a match? Is his 
y ſufficient to maintain himſelf ? If it be, 
will it be ſufficient for the ſupport of a fa- 


mily ? Conſider, there will be no opportu - 


nity for you to increaſe his poor income, 
but by ſuch means fs will be very grating 
for you to ſubmit to. Will your hands be 
of enduring the fatigues of a waſh- 

ub for your maintenance ? Will followin 
a camp ſuit your inclinations ? Think 
of the certain miſery that muſt attend your 
making ſuch a choice. Look round at the 
wives of all his fellow-ſoldiers, and mark 
their at their homes and in pub- 
= Is 2 r coveted ? 
any thing deſirable in poverty 
n 
muſt endure all this, he may r 


— Erp wore org 
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of nes. Gees 


leaſt 
. e — 


be poſſeſſed 
his beſt for you, 
but is it dobable he 
and induſtrious, how came he to prefer a 
life ſo mean and contemptible ? If he were 
bred to any trade, why did he deſert it? 
Be cautious of yourſelf into ruin 3 
and, as I am not able to maintain you, - 
and à young family, do not throw yourſelf ' 
upon the uncertain charity of well-di 
who are already vaſtly inc 

by the miſerable. I hope you will not thus 
raſhly encreaſe the unhappy number of ſuch, 
but will give due attention to what I have 
ſaid ; for I can have no view but that of 


diſcharging the duty of 
A loving and affectionate mother. 


„ n 


Leter from « Do hter to her Father, 
ing " of an imprudeut Siſler. 


 Dewrdin - _ . 
_ . EMBOLDENED 


ome an 9 
3 ak - 
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She is very ſenſible of the crime of marry- 
ing without your conſent, and ſhe is ſorry 
ſhe has offended you; but ſhe has great 
hapes, that Mr. n will prove ſuch a 
careful and loving huſband to ber, as may 
atone for his paſt wildneſs, and engage 
2 * All your children are 
7 21 paternal kindneſs, and that , 
you —— good more for their fakes 
than for your own. This makes it the 
more wicked w offend ſo good a father; 
but, dear Bir, be pleaſed to pour Fo that it 
_a— and that ſhe may be 
made, by your diſpleaſure, very miſerable 
in her own choice. As his faults are 
owing to the inconſideration of youth, or 
otherwiſe it would not have been a very 
indiſcreditable match, had it bad your ap- 
probation, I could humbly hope, for my 
poor ſiſter's ſake, that you will be pleaſed 


1 reo -i 8b 


"as not done ſo e be- 
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would make the poor deat gffender quite hap- 

Pardon, Sir, m tp ber favour, 
4 which my b She a 
my ſiſter, ſhe is your daug pr though ſhe 


e that.c owever; Sir, be 
to — her, and let me have the 
— ol having contributed to that * 
event. I am, dear Sir, 


Your ever dutiful daughter. 


4 CY - 4 © s *©#« ® —_— - „ 51 
— — 
N * - , 
* k * 


OP Liner eee, Peter in ame. l 


YOU cannot but ſuppoſe, that your 
liter s imprudebt marriage; which ſhe muſt 
know would be diſagrecable to me, gives 
me no {mall copcern ; and yet, I will aſſure . 
yo that it ariſes more from my affeHtion 


chan from any other conſideration; In 


oy ber bein, Tok 2 x. <4 I 


happy fruits of it — ya made appear, in 
ex 


— myſelf with the hope, that the. 
e Confnrt. What ſhe has now © 
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CALLIE 


| 22 
5 bi 
I am near 
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ine 
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5 18g M-, Per leu, uu. 


Madam, to break way for me, if f 
not wholly diſapproved of by you, and 
ber nr at ite — 


Your obliged and obedient ſervant; 


Aa — WS. W 3 — 1 : * , , * 


1 CERTAINLY can hin ts gr. 
as to my own part, to your pt ptopo- 
- fal, or your manner of maki whateyer | 
my 1 genes is | 
generally the companion of merit, aud 4 
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Later from o Niybow t bis Lunt, concerning 


0 Matter of Courtſhip. 
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ſu where love has no 
part; . 3 ©» ner ary her 


eaſ e finks into reſerve. I could 
not. Sal ef relinquiſhing my addreſſes 


before I had your further advice. In hopes 
which I am, honoured Madam, 


Poor dutiful nephew. 


/ 


. 
1 1 * 


— 


1 Hunt, in nfiver . ile 
4 „ | 

| Deir Nephew,” 
© 1 EXPECTED''to haye found 
you better achuainted with the art of love, 
n RA out of heart. Tha 
ſuch 2 as Mis Johnſon has not for- 

e vibe let me tell you is e 
2 Sbe 3 71 oj Nan 55 
8 A of en 

the a eee e 
muſt not Expect a lady of her Jence : 
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or that het affection "rite 
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on your accqunt, 


Dear Sally, 
THREE ſeveral propoſals | 


Letter from a Father to his Daughter, on the 
been made me 


: 


+1 
iP 


huſband” will go | 
what he pleaſes ; and, although he knows 
notning elſe, will think he knows too 
much to be controuled by his wife. He 
will have this leiſon taught him by rakes 
and libertines, when be. is capable of no 
other. 86 I did not think ft neceſlary 
ſo much as to conſult you about him Ihe 
ſecond is from Mr. Greſham, for his ſon 
William, who has run rough ſach a 
courſe of libertiniſm, that he has hardly 
his fellow, and has neither a found 
nor a ſound heart. He is ſo far from 
being reclaimed, that his father propoſes 
a wife, as the laſt hope for him; and 


* 
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yet knows not whether he will "accept 

of one, if one can be found that wouk 
accept of him. So I could not think 


of fuffering my daughter to lie at the 
- mercy of to profligate 2 rake, Thoug| 


t ſeems lic condeſcends to like you bettef, 
as, his father fays, than any one he ever © 


fGw, which was the of the old 
' man's application to me,—The third was 


| Mr. Tomlinſon, whoſe nephew s 
n bad a for, 2s the other is a rake, HA 
iſes to reform, if tiis uncle; 
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to yourſelf, without conſulting 
le 


LS: Hin I would not troub 
about him. I gave à total denial to 
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Mr. Ruff, it will be entirely 
$- As 5x the beſt of 8 
of an affection for a gent! 
27 in every x 2 that } 
e io! 

f then, what anger es eg. 


TT Rs 


Your moſt dutiful daughter, 
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made a town-talk, then could leave 
me to be lau at you col had 
flighted for you! Was this juſt, was this 
well done think you? HereT cannot go out 
of — I have ſome one 3 fim- 
pering ſneering at me haye 
two willow — * — me: | n 
poor ſtuff, in ſome of my own ſex. too, is 
this, to laugh at and deride me for your 
— can call my heart to witneſs - 

to my virtue in thought, in word, and in 
On] . 

airs at my expence, 

at the enpence of his a ende 

nour ? -Indeed, you 4 eaſt ill 
of me, that is my comfort. 1225 he 

1 ſay an to injure my charat- 
Ws en | Id 1 ſuffer in the 
— 2 baſeneſs? [ ſeek ot 
to -moye y to return y'the" Gddliry il 
mn ; for by this time, mayhap, 
— be NN as you haye 
Ane if -you 6, 1:yith hy 
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your huſband... I hoped much bear; 
s from your prudence. From my; 
dence “ you perhaps lay, as if 
thought all the fault was your's. But, 4 
my dear, I do not think ſo; I cannot, » 
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